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Paul Madeley heads into the Sheffield Wednesday net during the FA Cup third round tie on 

January 4, but the goal is disallowed by referee Jim Finney 

 

 

 

1968/69 ï Part 2 ï Champions 
 

As 1969 dawned, Leeds 

United were making their 

strongest challenge yet for 

the League title. Their first 

match of the year was an 

FA Cup third round tie at 

Sheffield Wednesday and an 

impressive run of results in 

November and December 

made them hot favourites 

for the trophy. 

 

United were without Johnny 

Giles and Terry Cooper, but 

otherwise they were at full 

strength: Sprake; Reaney, 

Charlton, Hunter, Madeley; 

OôGrady, Bremner, Bates, 

Gray; Lorimer, Jones. 

 

They opened aggressively in front of a 52,000 crowd and won a penalty after 19 minutes. Referee 

Jim Finney waved play on when Eddie Gray rode a foul tackle and the winger shimmied his way on 

through a packed defence. He found Mike OôGrady on the penalty spot, but full-back Don Megson 

brought the forward down before he could shoot. Finney awarded the penalty, which Peter Lorimer 

coolly converted. 

 

United were in the ascendancy and Paul Madeley headed home from a corner. The referee initially 

awarded the goal, but after consulting a linesman gave a foul for pushing. OôGrady, Lorimer and 

Mick Jones all came close to increasing the lead, but Wednesday were level by the break. 

 

Centre-forward John Ritchie picked up a long clearance, swerved past Jack Charlton and hit the ball 

on the run from outside the box. Gary Sprake had come out to narrow the angle and watched with 

horror as the shot found the corner of the net, saying later ñI simply misjudged Ritchieôs shot, 

thinking it was running wide.ò 

 

There were no further goals and a replay was required. United were still without Giles and Cooper, 

and lost OôGrady on the day of the game with a strained calf muscle. Albert Johanneson was called 

up for only his second start of the season. 
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Mike O'Grady nets the winner in the Elland Road game against Manchester United 

in January despite the attentions of Tony Dunne, Pat Crerand, Nobby Stiles, Steve 

James and keeper Alex Stepney 

Wednesday began confidently, but it was United who opened the scoring in the eighth minute. 

Lorimerós free kick was cleared by goalkeeper Peter Springett, only for Johanneson to make up for 

his months out with an instant shot that pierced the crowded area to find the net. 

 

Leeds had no chance to capitalise as Wednesday forced them back with Peter Eustace and Jim 

McCalliog controlling midfield. Sprake saved at the feet of Ritchie and Eustaceôs tremendous drive 

struck the bar, bouncing down on the line and clear. Eustace then lifted an up and under into 

Unitedôs goal area which troubled Sprake, though he cleared at the second attempt. 

 

Sheffield would not be denied and equalised in the 36
th
 minute. Sprake and Ritchie both missed a 

cross from the right, and Brian Woodall caught the ball on the byline. His clever chip looped over 

Sprakeôs head and in off the post. The young reserve winger, only playing because of injury, added 

a second goal after three minutes of the second half. 

 

United rallied and Charlton was left in the clear with Wednesday appealing for offside but Springett 

made a point blank save. Then Jones was high and wide from a Johanneson cross before crashing a 

second effort against the bar. 

 

Wednesday exploited the space left by all out Leeds attack and Ritchie struck a third, decisive goal 

with five minutes left to end Unitedôs interest in the trophy. 

 

They had the chance to make amends almost immediately, facing Manchester United in a stern test 

of their championship credentials. All four injured Leeds players had recovered, with Giles, 

OôGrady and Bremner in the side and Cooper on the bench. 

 

Phil Brown in the Yorkshire Evening Post: ñThe needle in this cracking match showed right from 

the start ... Crerand, Manchester Unitedôs wing-half, was booked for consecutive trips on OôGrady. 

The sides shared 33 fouls in the match, nine above the average. 

 

ñManchester claim they were robbed of a point by the denial of Bestôs free kick goal. The referee, 

Mr W J Gow of Swindon, after the match told the press the goal was invalid because the kick was 

an indirect one ... Players on both sides say that they thought the kick was direct, including Sprake 

... Bestôs cunningly planted slow 

chip, when a Bobby Charlton blast 

was expected, found him and others 

flat footed. All very contentious, but 

Leeds deserved both points, if only 

just.ò 

 

OôGrady scored a cracking winner 

after 75 minutes. Giles chipped the 

full -back to find the winger, who 

made it 2-1 with a first time 

piledriver. 

 

Eric Todd in the Guardian: ñLeeds 

played much better than they had 

done in their Cup game against Sheffield Wednesday, although there still was too much dithering at 

the back under pressure. Jones again was indefatigable in attack, and Hunterôs strength and 

intelligence saved Leeds more than once.ò 
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Jack Charlton in goalmouth action against Pat Jennings and Spurs January 1969 

 

The match was marred by crowd trouble and more than 50 spectators needed treatment after 

missiles were thrown. 2,000 fans had been locked out and many had climbed the advertising 

hoardings at the Scratching Shed end to get in. Some claimed that problems with the new stand 

made matters worse. 

 

At the annual general meeting a couple of days later, chairman Percy Woodward, who had been in 

the stand, claimed, ñThere was no bottle throwing and no fighting. The police were not fighting 

with the crowd, they were stopping the crowd getting on to the playing area ... I saw an element of 

Manchester supporters wanting to get out of Spion Kop when their side had been defeated. They 

surged forward, but there was no question of fighting.ò 

 

On a happier note director Sidney Simon reported that the £135,000 liability shown in the balance 

sheet against the new stand had been paid off. 

 

United directors later announced that they had agreed with the local authorities to reduce Elland 

Roadôs capacity from 52,000 to 48,000. Two years before there had been ugly scenes in an FA Cup 

replay against Sunderland when a record crowd of 57,892 had been in attendance. Chairman Percy 

Woodward said: ñWe are re-estimating all our various sections and when necessary will take steps 

to close them as our crowd indicator shows them to be filling up. It is a big relief to settle this 

worrying question. No club wants its crowd to be uncomfortable. Our long term plan of 

improvements to be done in stages should make things a lot better for everybody.ò 

 

Woodward also revealed that United would be going ahead ñsome time in the next 12 months or soò 

with the building of an extension of the West Stand to fill the gap between it and Spion Kop. ñIt 

should give us over 2,000 more seats, which will financially compensate for the loss incurred by the 

reduction of the ground limit. It will also take care of the reduction in numbers we are finding 

ourselves experiencing on Spion Kop. 

The old Kop used to take about 

19,000 when full and we had 

estimated for the new Kop to take 

nearly 17,000 ï but we find that in 

practice it is full with 14,000 plus.ò 

 

On January 18 United won a point in 

a hard fought goalless draw at White 

Hart Lane, the result overshadowed 

by the leg break suffered by Spurs 

full -back Joe Kinnear. 

 

Leeds had another vital game in 

London the following Friday, facing 

bottom club Queens Park Rangers in 

a fixture brought forward from Good 

Friday. Don Revie later identified the match as the turning point of the season. ñI am baffled that 

Rangers are not near the top, instead of at the bottom. We could have lost 4 or 5-1. That little bit of 

luck had swayed in our favour that night.ò 

 

The Londoners needed a point to get off the foot of the table, but nearly got both, hammering 

United from the start. They almost took a shock lead in the first minute. Roger Morganôs free kick 
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Mick Jones puts Leeds 2-0 ahead in Hanover at the beginning 

of February 

beat Gary Sprake, but Jack Charlton had it covered. Apparently thinking it was going wide, he 

allowed it to drop over his head. The ball struck the post, sparing United embarrassment. 

 

It was United, though, who took the lead a minute later. Madeley brought the ball through from half 

way and got in a shot. It came back off the keeper and Jones fired home from around 12 yards. 

 

Rangers were quickly back at the visitors, and Leeds survived a penalty appeal in the first half. Just 

after the interval QPR were successful with another appeal for a spot kick but Sprake dived to his 

right to save Keetchôs effort. 

 

United brought Belfitt on for the injured Giles as Rangers pushed yet harder. Rodney Marsh was 

having an inspired game and he and Mick Leach both came close to an equaliser before Frank 

Clarke missed a sitter. Sprake was then lucky to grab a fine glancing header by Clarke on the line. 

Shots continued to rain in on the United goal but somehow they survived to take home both points. 

 

Giles had torn a thigh muscle and would be out of action for a fortnight. He was not missed when 

United thrashed struggling Coventry 3-0 at Elland Road on February 1. The scoreline flattered 

them, but they deserved the points. 

 

The schemer was still missing, along with Madeley, when United flew out to Germany for the 

formality of their Fairs Cup-tie against Hanover. Leeds had won the first leg 5-1 and were soon in 

an even stronger position. 

 

In the fifth minute OôGrady made a lot of ground down the right before shooting from the edge of 

the area. The keeper spilled the ball and Belfitt 

followed up to score. After 16 minutes it was 2-0 

when Jones capitalised on another goalkeeping 

error. 

 

That goal finished the game as a contest, but things 

grew surprisingly heated over the final 21 minutes. 

Bremner and Breuer clashed and referee Dorpmans 

of Holland spoke to both men. Things got even 

rougher and five minutes later Cooper was sent off 

when substitute Wottka made the most of a tackle 

by the left-back. 

 

Cooper: ñI went for the ball and got it and this fellow threw himself over my legs. I was absolutely 

flabbergasted.ò 

 

Three minutes from the end, Heynckes got a consolation goal for the Germans. 

 

Revie said after the game: ñThese are things you have got to live with in Europe. Obviously any 

team plays that bit harder when they meet the holders in any competition. It is getting to be a 

regular thing in important games. I thought we played exceptionally well and Hanover were brutal. 

It was a pity they had to play the way they did.ò 

 

United had the weekend off, with the FA Cup fifth round taking precedence, but the snow and ice 

that saw all but four of the 38 games in England postponed brought them an unexpected bonus. 

They were able to bring forward their Easter Monday fixture against Ipswich to February 12, giving 


