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1968 is best remembered for the
atmosplere of social upheaval anc
unrestthat enveloped the globe. A
student protest in May led to a
general strike of nearly ten millio
workers in France. Major
demonstrations of solidarity
followed in Mexico City, Berlin,
Tokyo, Buenos Aires and
Belgrade. As dhn Lennon sang,
AYou say you wa ; revol u
the O6Year of th Bar ri
brought the Tet offensive in
Vietnam, the Prague Spring, the
assassinations of Martin Luther
King and Bobby Kennedy and
Black Power demonstrations at t
Olympics.

For Englishfootball the revolution The 196869 squad Back: Madeley, O'Grady, Harvey, Sprake, Charlton, Hunter
was less seismic. but undoubtedly Middle: Johanneson, Belfitt, Jones, Hibbitt, Gray, Lorimer, Don Revie (manager

. g . - Front: Reaney, Cooper, Giles, Bremner, Greenhoff, Bates, Les Cocker (trainel
significant in the history of Leeds

United. 1968 finally brought silverware after four years of heartbreaking near misses. The Football
League Cup was secured in March and within six months Leekds dlde Fairs Cup.

Their trophy duck well and truly broken, United prepared for the 1968/69 season with some
confidence. In 1967, Don Revie had sent his men out in scattergun pursuit of four trdpises
time the focus was on the big one, the Leagud tie . J 0 hRewieycall€d uk al sogethdr after
a preseason traing session and proclaimed : 'You are going to win the pr@arship this time,
lads, and what's more you are going to do so without losing a single League match ' We knew the

Bosswas serious, and honestly believed we were

A marathon 66 game season had | eft the Whites

the Guardian. There was to be no repeat this time as the domestic cupittmmsg&ovided only
brief, if welcome, distractions from the main business of securing a first championship.

Revieds resources had been stretched thinly,
during the summer, despite an excellent finangal, with the club returning a profit of £57,635.

He was convinced of the strength of his squad, though the lack of a really consistent goalscorer was
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a cause of disquiet among supporters.

Revie hinted at a more atdfactkneg easxydesdsgsihors I
according to the YorkshireiWesswist Rhedthatrad &I m
open style of play in away matches. We took this latter step, not only to try to shrug off our
‘unattractive' image, bab bring us more away victories. We felt we were well equipped to win the
championship the previous season, but threw the title away throughdveircautiousaway from

home. We were too easily satisfied with a draw in situations in which we shouldih@ea:for

victory. Consequently, United won only five away matches. The lesson we learned was simple
enough. While defence must be the first priority in soccer, success goes onIy to those sides willing
and talented enough to use it as a springboard forcat s . 0

A curtainraising friendly against Celtic before a 75,000 Hampden Pa
crowd in early August promised much. United were impressive againg
the 1967 European Cup winners. Their formation was an embryémnic 4
1, with Gary Sprake in goal behind a gpaard of Paul Reaney, Jack
Charlton, Norman Hunter and Terry Cooper, which was shielded by
Madeley as a holding midfield anchor. Peter Lorimer, Billy Bremner,
Johnny Giles and Eddie Gray ranged across the pitch in support of |
front runner Mick Joas. The approach was fluid, with overlapping-full
backs and goals likely to come}f
fully restored from early season incapacity, was the one other player'
feature with any regularity in a season founded on stability angrated =~ Manager Don Revie hinted at a

it more attacking style for the new
consistency. season

Jimmy Greenhoff played the first three League games, Terry Hibbitt nine of the first ten, Rod
Belfitt 6 and Mick Bates 3, while Albert Johanneson managed just one substitute appearance in the
League to go with two starts in the cupsaftdrom Terry Yorath, with a brief appearance off the
bench in Europe, that was it, with the twelve main names monopolising matters. Astonishing!

United beat the Scottish champion4 %vith a polished performance. Celtic took a first half lead but
the Whtes came out fighting after the break. Giles smacked one goal home from 35 yards and then
Lorimer got the winner with a sublime chip.

John Begg in the Yorkshire Post: fALeeds Unite
returnedtotopclasefot bal | . They were a superbly drill e
championship last season, they scored 100 goals in 34 games, but their attack only found a loophole
in the ElIl and Road iron curtain and it came w

The victory was &onfidence booster for the first competitive outing, the first leg of the Inter Cities
Fairs Cup final. The manager retained the eleven that bested Celtic.

United were not convincing against Ferencvaros, one of the finest teams in Europe, but secured a 1
0 win thanks to a scrappy goal by Jones. It was understandably tense and tight, with some
uncompromising challenges as the Hungarians denied Leeds the clear lead they sought to take to
Budapest.

Despite being flattened in the second half by keeper Gemzgs was fit to lead the attack as United
commenced their League campaign, on 10 August against Southampton at the Dell. The only
change was Greenhoff partnering Jones up front with Madeley-ateftin place of Cooper.
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Leeds conceded asoftgoalffo Sout hampt onds openin
Kirkup fired in a centre that skid
into the far corner of the net.

g alatkack af
ded off Cha

The success prompted someciinceived confidence in thalifts ranks and as they poured forward

in search of a second goal, United struck swi
low cross from the left, leaving Lorimer to hammer the equaliser from 20 yards. The Scot left the
field soon aftewads wi th a torn muscle to be replaced
enthusiastic in his running )

than anyone on the fieldo

(Richard Dodd in the
Yorkshire Post).

Jones gave United the lead’
five minutes before the
break, beating two
defenders t@a long
clearance by Sprake, and
after 63 minutes Hibbitt
made it 31 with a gy’ R .
brilliantly executed lefffoot W": /'.F . N g
volley that dipped under thew' AL [
. 1/

bar at the last minute. |

David Lacey in the ' 5
Guardian: ./‘
crowd must have wondered @

how Leeds had earned theirs

reputation for mean Mick Jones forces home a goal in the first leg of the Fairs Cup final against Ferencvaro
mindedness and spoiling
tactics; certainly Don Revi promise of a m

eobds
prised open Southamptondés shaky defence with
A thumping 41 victory followed against promoted Queens Park Rangers, though a spirited West
London side made United struggle for some time to make class tell.

Richard Ulyatt in the Yorkshire Post: AWhen H
it really seemed hbver bar the shouting ... That goal was a model of accuracy, first by the hard
working Jones with a pass to Lorimer, then a studied pass lobbed over the heads of Watson and

Hazell and wide of Springett andalfAdéyard]l v Hi bb
dipping dive by Hunter almost sealed the issue ... but Leeds by then seemed to be so sure of their
superiority that they became too casual . o0

Rangers settled into the game and after 37 minutes Wilks steered the ball into the net when Sprake
could not gather a shot from Allen.

Leeds recovered the lead in thé"Sfinute just as the game seemed to be drifting away from them.
Hibbitt was again at the centre of the action and his cross was perfectly placed for Giles to head
home.
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Jones after 6rminutes and Reaney two minutes from the end gave the scoreline a flattering touch.

Leeds ended the week against Stoke City at Elland
Road. Deprived of Giles, Madeley and Lorimer,

Uni t eOdvigtary left them the only side with a 100%
record.

Un i tdegkiddsnce on Johnny Giles was becoming
evident. When he was playing and on form, Giles
brought something special to their game. In his absence
the Leeds attack lacked conviction, cohesion and
creativity. The Irishman was subdued through injury
against QPRwnd missing completely against Stoke.
United struggled on both occasions. He was to remain
on the sidelines until the beginning of October.

Next came another promoted side, Ipswich Town. The
Suffolk outfit had made a promising start, though they
were wihout regular keeper Ken Hancock, injured in

the opening game. @arold Alec Bugg took over
between the sticks and was found wanting as Leeds won
3-2.

Rod Belfitt opened the scoring before Ipswich could
draw breath. Al bert Barham in the Guardian:
seen teams caught when they are cold and | have seen
quick goals, but not one combining both elements as Lo .

. . . 20-yearold schemer Terry Hibbitt figured regularly ir
cleverly as Leeds did last night ... Bremner intercepted ~ ine early months of the seasamd scored some
the ball from the kick off and sent a pass swiftly throughvaluable goalas Johnny Giles struggled with injury
to O0Grady. Anassldothefeedcft er pass w
the gall oping Belfitt and Leeds were a goal u

1]

O6Grady, in his first a-pagiter a3rmanatesethoagh Towvrhckawes e a s 0
back two goals to draw level by the first minute of theosed half. It looked like United might

surrender their first point, but Hibbitt scored the winner in tH&r@Biute with his third goal of the
campaign. His longange effort deceived the luckless Bugg, bouncing into the net off his body
following a mistmed dive.

The win maintained Unitedbds | eadership of the
frustrated on 24 August. The match at Nottingham Forest was abandoned at half time with the score
1-1 after a fire in the main stand.

The blaze stagd in the dressing rooms, possibly from an electrical fault, and it spread rapidly, the
whole stand going up in flames. Some of the Forest players said that after reaching their dressing
room they had to batter a door down to get out. There was no pesyiteda crowd of 31,126, and
neither were there any casualties.
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