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Mick Jones wheels away after scoring at Fulham on January 6. Goalkeeper 

Macedo and full-back Conway can do nothing about it 

 

 

 

1967/68 ï Part 2 ï The cups that cheer 
 

As 1968 dawned, Don Revieôs Leeds 

United were carrying all before them. 

They had recovered from a shaky start 

to sit third in the First Division and 

were still involved in three cup 

competitions. 

 

Unitedôs first game of the year was in 

London. Leedsô trips to the Smoke were 

usually daunting affairs, but Fulham on 

6 January was not so troublesome. The 

Craven Cottage club were in grave 

danger of losing the top-flight status 

they had held for 9 years, just a point 

above bottom club Coventry with three 

wins from ten home games. 

 

They got scant sympathy from a fiercely 

competitive Whites side, now near full strength after being without Mick Jones, Johnny Giles (both 

injuries) and Billy Bremner (suspension) for many weeks. Mike OôGrady and Albert Johanneson 

were still injury victims, but their wide roles were adequately filled by Jimmy Greenhoff and Eddie 

Gray. With the regular rearguard of Sprake-Reaney-Charlton-Hunter-Cooper and Peter Lorimer 

completing the line up, Leeds had a team to be feared. 

 

Greenhoff gave United a third minute lead, slamming the ball home on the run after a delightful 

through ball by Bremner. Three minutes later, Jones collected at halfway and dribbled through, 

holding off three tackles before drawing out keeper Macedo and sidefooting home. 

 

After 28 minutes, Leeds were three up. Hunter nodded down Grayôs centre and Greenhoff shot 

home from 12 yards. Jones headed a fourth two minutes after the break, and Greenhoff later 

grabbed his third. 

 

Harold Mayes in the Yorkshire Post: ñAs an opportunity for Leeds to polish their undoubted skills, 

at a speed of thought and action so much in advance of their unwilling pupils, that the risk of injury 

to upset hopes of bigger things was non-existent, it could not have come at a more opportune 

moment.ò 
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Jack Charlton heads a late equaliser against 

Hibs at Easter Road to put United through in 

the Fairs Cup 

Don Revie: ñIn all the seven years I have been associated with 

them, Leeds United have never played as well as they did at 

Fulham. It was terrific.ò 

 

They came back down to earth four days later in the Fairs Cup 

against Hibs. Going into the game nursing a one goal advantage 

from the first leg, United found themselves level on aggregate 

after just four minutes. Eric Stanger in the Post: ñThough Leeds 

set off at a hustle it was Hibernian who got the early goal to 

square the tie. Cormack began a drive through the Leeds middle, 

Quinn put Stein through, and the centre-forward, lying on the 

right of the penalty area, lobbed the ball over the head of the 

advancing Sprake.ò 

 

United were vulnerable to swift Scottish attacks, and they were pegged back for most of the game. 

It seemed certain that the game would go to extra time, but with five minutes left whistle happy 

Welsh referee Clive Thomas penalised Hibs keeper Wilson under the newly introduced four steps 

rule. With Jones, Lorimer and Greenhoff rushing in as decoys, Giles clipped the ball to the back 

post for Jack Charlton to outjump everybody and nod home a decider. 

 

Don Revie described the game as ñAnother fine example of the teamôs professionalism,ò though he 

knew how close they had come to being put out of the competition. 

 

Eric Todd in the Guardian: ñHibernian never will forgive themselves for not establishing 

themselves in an unassailable position during the first half when Bremner and Hunter were 

dispossessed with most unusual regularity. Hibernian were quicker to anticipate the lively 

behaviour of the ball on the frosty pitch but that was as far as their appreciation went. Leedsô 

improvement after half time denied Hibernian more than one or two chances of increasing their first 

half lead.ò 

 

Refreshed by the result, United stormed to another 5-0 win at the weekend, this time overpowering 

a poor Southampton side. 

 

Eric Todd: ñCommitments in four theatres of activity will make heavy demands on their mental and 

physical faculties, yet Leeds can cope. Their teamwork on Saturday was first class in spite of the 

absence of Charlton, Bremner and Gray, and the fact that their relatively unknown players almost 

stole the show represented another stern warning to Lancashireôs elite. 

 

ñThe experience and influence of Giles again was a crucial factor, and the response of his younger 

colleagues, notably Bates and Hibbitt, was quite remarkable. Madeley, the tenant of nine different 

positions during his brief career, not only reduced Davies to utter anonymity, but scored two goals. 

And Cooper confirmed the general belief that he is one of the most improved backs in the country. 

Leeds, indeed, are on the threshold of greatness. 

 

ñLorimer, having driven the ball over the crossbar from eight yards out, put Leeds in front after nine 

minutes although many onlookers thought that his raised hands and not his head had performed the 

deed é In the twelfth minute Madeley scored a second goal after a rebound. Early in the second 

half Martin, under the obvious impression that the ball had gone out of play, made no attempt to 

catch it when Bates centred brilliantly, but with no adverse reaction from the line, the referee 
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Matthews and O'Hare of Derby defy Jack Charlton with Billy 

Bremner looking on during the League Cup clash on 17 January 

allowed a goal by Madeley. A fine shot by Hibbitt from 20 yards made it 4-0 in the sixty-eighth 

minute. Ten minutes from the end Mick Jones headed a good fifth goal after a centre by Cooper.ò 

 

Second spot secured, the Whites now entered a period of Cup activity, with three games in three 

weeks against Second Division Derby County, managed by the outspoken Brian Clough. The Rams 

boss was just 32, one of the youngest managers ever, and would go on to be a fierce critic of Don 

Revie and his team, but in January 1967 he purred with admiration during an interview with the 

Yorkshire Post. 

 

ñIt would be silly to write us off, just as it would be silly to underestimate Leeds, who are such a 

good professional side with a top class manager é They can teach my lads a lot ï how hard they 

have to work, how much effort and dedication is required ï in short, a complete picture of what we 

have to aim for in the future. Leeds must be the envy of nearly every club in the country with their 

spirit and running power and large pool of good players. People tend to underestimate their 

individual ability, but make no mistake about it ï 

these lads can play.ò 

 

The teams were paired in the two-legged League 

Cup semi final and the FA Cup third round, with 

the first match in the League Cup at the Baseball 

Ground on 17 January. 

 

Derby gave Leeds a stern test and United needed a 

classic away performance and a second half Giles 

penalty to secure the win. They never looked like 

conceding, they were simply too experienced in the 

black arts of defensive play for that, but suffered 

some nasty moments with Leeds-born Kevin 

Hector going close on several occasions. 

 

Ten days later United repeated the feat with a 2-0 

FA Cup victory at Elland Road. Charlton and Lorimerôs second half goals secured a scrappy 

victory. 

 

The long running saga came to an end on 7 February with the second leg of the League Cup semi 

final. 

 

The Rams took the game to Leeds in the opening exchanges and tied up the aggregate scores on 12 

minutes when Hector, racing in at top speed, leaped to head OôHareôs long centre past Sprake. 

Derby were ahead for little more than a minute. Lorimer was fouled at the edge of the area and took 

the free kick himself. His lob was met by Madeley who nodded down for Belfitt to fire home off the 

post. 

 

Eric Stanger: ñIt was as well for Leeds that they were able to balance their books as quickly as they 

did for Derby, tenacious and full of fight, had plenty of running left in them, though Leeds, through 

the cleverness of Giles, Bremner, Hunter and Cooper, at last began to move more smoothly it meant 

that Derby had hurriedly to reinforce their back areas and leave the main raiding to OôHare, Hector 

and Hughes. 
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Don Revie and his merry men celebrate victory over Derby on 7 February 

and a place in the League Cup final at Wembley - Back: Revie, Cooper, 

Giles, Bremner, Madeley, Reaney, Sprake, Hunter, Bates - Front: Gray, 

Lorimer, Greenhoff, Belfitt 

ñIn the last minute of the first half Leeds struck the mortal blow. Giles, tireless in his efforts to keep 

Leeds going, set Gray off and Gray, using Cooper as a foil on his left, dribbled past three defenders. 

When he shot the luckless Matthews once more got a hand to the ball but could not stop it going 

into the net.ò 

 

In the 60
th
 minute Giles missed a penalty, 

but seven minutes later Belfitt snatched his 

second goal following a free kick by 

Bremner. 

 

Stewart netted a consolation for Derby a 

minute from time, but it was too little too 

late and United were through to the 

Wembley final. 

 

The games were coming thick and fast 

now. When Leeds took a 2-1 lead at Elland 

Road against West Ham on 10 February, 

they went into their shells, earning the wrath 

of demanding home supporters, as reported 

by Eric Stanger in the Yorkshire Post: 

 

ñStrange things happen in football but surely nothing more strange than Leeds United having to 

suffer boos, whistles and the slow handclap from a large section of the crowd. The rumpus began 

about 10 minutes from the end when Leeds decided to shut up the game and hang on to their goal 

lead rather than risk West Ham snatching an equaliser. For a full three minutes Leeds kept the ball 

in an area of a few square yards near West Hamôs right corner flag. 

 

ñBut were Leeds wrong to employ such tactics in the circumstances? This was their 44
th
 game of 

the season, their second of the week on heavy going and they had Bremner operating at half speed 

because of a knee injury. It is the modern way to shut up the game near the end when you are 

narrowly in front and deny opponents possession. It is not pretty to watch but is it any worse than 

the safety first tactics of former years booting the ball out of the ground at every opportunity? Until 

they decided to shut up shop for the afternoon Leeds Unitedôs football was never negative and often 

attractive.ò 

 

Don Revie: ñWe had provided far more than our fair share of entertaining football in the previous 

seventy-five minutes - in fact that was one of our best performances of the season! It was our third 

match in seven days, all of them being played on heavy pitches, so naturally the lads were feeling 

the effects a bit. When you're involved in so many important matches, no team can afford to do a lot 

of unnecessary tearing about. Any team would do the same as Leeds in this situation - if they had 

the skill.ò 

 

When Leeds repeated the feat a week later, as they protected another 2-1 lead, at home to Forest in 

the FA Cup fourth round, the fansô reaction was more positive. Stanger: ñCircumstances alter cases. 

When, with only a few minutes to go at Elland Road on Saturday in the FA Cup-tie, Leeds United 

again kept the ball tight near their opponentsô corner flags there was no booing or slow 

handclapping this time, only cheers of relief from spectators who had been kept on a knife-edge of 

anxiety all the second half. They were glad to see Leeds hang on. Entertainment was secondary.ò 

 


