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Playersi Jim Storriel The Laughing Cavalier

Don Revie signed Jim Storrfer Leeds United in June 1962 as a foil for the
returning Welsh superstar John Charles. When it became clear that the Charle
experiment was a dismal failure, it was Storrie who provided the solution to
Uni tedds goal scor i ng regaifl is£t5650tfee ersgold
as he led the West Yorkshire club back to the First Division and beyond.

Diamond Jim Storrie was one of the shorter cefurerards in the British gamie

he was less than five feet nin@nd never looked the most composed o
accomplished of footballers. He made up for his shortcomings with a hard runr
style that unsettled defenders, creating goalscoring opportunities for himself ar
colleagues.

He was a very popular guy with players and fans alike for his geniallgoodur
and fondness for a laugh.
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The young Scottish starlet Eddi e Gr ¢

than one occasion. Gray: @AOne of my

when, at fifteen or si xt eeseasontraining.sAs i nyi B osh bryr
| was regarded as one of the best runners at the club, Bobby felt that victory for theLaughing Cavalier
team in the crossountry race was virtually a foregone conclusion. The only threat came from Jim
Storrie €& Sure enougbimantlaveré atthe front; it was betweemhirh h e e
and me. | felt | had loads of power in reserve but as | was thinking of unleashing it, Jim said, 'Eddie,
we don't need to race. If we stay together, we will both get ten points.' | fell for it hook,dine an

sinker- how naive can you get? About 100 yards from the line, Jim, a real character with a

O o

tremendous sense of humour, sprinted flat out
On another occasion, Storrie good naturedly <c
sayingthat t wonodét be |l ong before youdre in the tec¢
Jim Storrie was a wonderful c¢clubman, who pl ay

Don Revie and adapted admirably to the target man role. Defenders were never able to relax when
the thick set 8ot was around. He was prepared to go in where it hurt and tell defenders where to get
off.

Two United fans recall Storrie for the Leedsfans.org.uk website:

Al an Farrar: AHe never quit and gave everythi
int o the goal posts at Bl ackpool in the early
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Mi ke Gill : AAnybody remember an away game in
Burnley keeper, throughout the match? How they both weren't serdafftiknow. But they both
went off with their arms around each other &

Leeds fans have always appreciated the willing trier and Storrie won himself a fan club on the
Lowfields for his sterling performances. One minute he would be congdhte most difficult of

chances and the next he would be missing the biggest sitter in the world. But he was adored by the
fans for the effort he put in at a crucial ti
remembered him this way:

NSt or reddewnalmassevery back pass to the keeper no matter how much of a lost cause it
was and where he had to run from to do it.o
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o age o0

iHe was such a ?sq—a' =
to watch at times, the only way

to relieve the stress was to coun
the goals he scored, nbiet
many, many mi s ¢

Diamond Jim was that he playec
with a big smile on his face,
without malice and ALWAYS
played for the shirt. More R \ :
technically gifted players have , _{m P R

been both before and since but ' o PP e SN S E St O
no Leeds fan can ask for more ] - o

than what he ga

AThe biggest pltﬁi

A

iOne memory | have
Riding Cup game against Halifax

when | seem to remember Jim missing 10 to 15 pretty easy chances. One of these chances he was
stood very near the goal line, certainly inside the goal area, andastidlgad to get it up and over

the bar. o

Storrie.cracks one lin off the ba@ ost against Burnley in October-19€
IS 0 DR he r I%

medn it?

AAnot her Storrie moment was in front of the S
Jim beat the lefback and came in on the byline. The keeper expected him to cross, their defence
expected him to croseur other strikers expected him to cross. Perhaps even Jim himself expected

to cross it instead of which he absolutely hammered it inside the keeper and in off the back post

and then he turned round and trotted back to the half way line as if it wen@sh@atural thing in

the world. o

Tony Hill: il would call Diamond Jim splajooted and often wondered his ability to beat a
defender, they were probably mesmerisedhisyfeet! He was also the first player | saw do the trick
of centringwith any force by bringing one foot behind the other to delivectbss, something that
Harry Kewell later did quite often, although withleft as opposed to Storrie'shitgMany happy
memories of théPillock from Kirkintillochdas a friend of mine used to endearingly call him,
jokingly rather than with malicé

Jim Storrie was born on 31 March 1940 in Kirkintilloch, Dunbartonshire, in the West of Scotland.
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He became well known locally with nursery outfit Kilsyth Rangers, one of the most successful
junior clubs of the 1950s, aradtracted the interest of First Division club Airdrieonians. In
December 1957 Storrie signed for them as a part timer.

At an early age, Jim married local girl Nancy, whose father, Tony Weldon, played for Airdrie,
Everton, Hull, West Ham, Lovells Athletand Rochdale.

His debut for Kilsyth came in a friendly at Doncaster on 15 February 1958. He was allowed to
come on as a substitute at half time after an Airdrie player suffered a broken nose during the first
half. He scored the third goal in é&8draw.St or r i e o s first start came |
home to Albion Rovers on 7 April, when he — :

scored in a4 win and he made his League
debutaway to Third Lanark. Airdrie lost-3
and finished the season™éut of 18.

Storrie established himseif the first team
thereafter and built a decent reputation,
scoring 48 goals in 89 appearances over t
next four and a half years. The Diamonds
climbed to a hugely impressive fifth spot in
1959, before finishing 6again the
following year.

In 1961 tley made it to the Scottish Cup semi Jim Storrie is second from the right in front of this Airdrie team

final where Celtic thrashed then:04 aroup from 1959/60

Storriebs performances brought him to the att
recommended him to the clubbés young player ma

Leeds were struggling aget relegation from the Second Division at the time (the winter of

1961/62) and when Revie made his initial approach, Storrie was not terribly impressed. He said

| a t Ene first tiine Don came for me, | virtually turned him down out of haddain't fangy

Leeds at all at first . .. |l thought they were

Revie was desperately seeking recruits to help dig United out of a hole and by transfer deadline day
he had signed Burnley reserve ... . .

forward lan Lawson, along with &3
veteran Shigield United full- '
back Cliff Mas
former Scottish international
schemer Bobby Collins.

Revieds transf g
paid off and United secured thei
survival with a decent unbeaten _#
run. Buoyed by survival and a |
transfer kitty, Revieet out to
build a new team, ditching
players like Billy McAdams,
Derek Mayers, Peter McConnell

A rare Airdrie attack again€eltic in the 1961 Scottish Cup final has just finished wi

the ball beating the barStorrie is pictured on the right between four Celtic defende
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