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Playersi Alan Peacock Peach of a player

Alan Peacock was among the unligsk of all footballers,

losing the best of his playing days to a succession of crippling
knee injuries. If he had remained fit, it might well have been _ :
Peacock rather than Geoff Hur st arhead
World Cupwinning line up in 1966 he had ben added to the asle ‘
England set up by Alf Ramsey in late 1965 when he was on top
form for Leeds. He scored his third goal in six games for his
country and seemed to be set fair for an exciting 1966.

As it was, Peacock slipped into the shadows after more
injuries. He dropped into the Second Division with Plymouth
Argyle for whom he played a mere 11 games before
surrendering to the inevitable and retiring at just 30.

He took his tribulations with amazing fortitude. Johnny Giles:

fil rated Peacock highly. Quit@art from his heading power,

he was an accurate passer of the ball, and one of the most
astute positional players | have seen. Peacock also had a
wonderful sense of humour. He suffered badly with cartilage
trouble not long after joining Leeds, which ruleich out of the
game for long periods. But | never once heard him complain or
walk around with a frown on his face. And if anyone tried to
showhi m any sympathy he woul ¢anFeaggs.| the most ugfoptupatg okfootballg f
have both cartilages missing | would be half a stone heéveer!

Former England manager Walter Winterbottom de
the country, o0 and he was indeed deadly in the
recklessness) made him a rare handful for opposing diefen

He provided the threat up front that Leeds ma
tactics relied heavily on Peacockds willingne
the penalty area. Andr ettean\ptayer, @wayson hand & linkaps a n
with play, though sufficiently aware of his modest skills on the ball not to try things beyond him.

AMuch of Peacockds bravery went unseen save b
his commitment to theause, he all too frequently launched himself into dangerous places where
bodies were thrashing and boots flying. He had a succession of cartilage operations, doing his
utmost to regain fitness each time. Yet such was his luck, his knee gave out sdateer loesser

men might have had bouts of black despair but, if Peacock grieved, he did so privately. He is
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remembered for his good cheer and humour in trying circumstances. Without him, the Leeds
forward | ine was a blunter instrument. 0

Nor man Hlamléedehe frontfing so well and was a great header of the ball. Despite having
dodgy knees he was still a very fit man. In the gym the weights he could lift were amazing. | could
hardly move them while he lifted them with ease. | remembered havingl@ggenst him and

thinking what a good player he was, so | was delighted whemwwes g ht hi m. 0

Born on 29 October 1937 in Middlesbrough, Al a
November 1954 as a gangling insideward and 5
made his debut a monéfter turning 18. After

being selected for the England youth team, he

established himself midway through the 1957/5 <
season and forged a productive striking ]"‘" i 4
relationship with prolific centréorward Brian 9:_, O N
Clough. ¥
Cl ough, Peacockods sthe n

higher profile player with some phenomenal

goalscoring feats during the late Fifties. He wa

Borodbs top scorer in ns
between 1956 and 1961, with a lowest League 17-yearold Peacock in the white shirt on the left in action fo

) | Boro reserves against Whitby in the semi final of the NortF
total in any season of 34! Riding Senior Cup in April 1955

They were like chalk and cheese: Peactit& selfless team player, endlessly loyal to club and
coll eagues; Clough, arrogant, abrasive and se
ball over to me. | 6m here to put it into the

Peacock: "We go back years and years.fivgemet in 1954. He was 19 and | was 17. He was in

the RAF and | was in the steelworks. But he was a teg@faiscorer, one of the best. When we first
started at Middlesbrough we just seemed to start well and we went from there. From one season to
and her we just got better and better é we enja

Peacock was a willing and able provider and the two seemed an ideal combination, a goalscoring
marriage made in heaven. The pairinglltmes razo
Between them they managed 262 League goals during their years together at Ayresome Park.

The duo's biggest haul came in the 1958/59 campaign when they scenedl6ding an incredible

43 goals in 42 League appearances for Clough. Boro kidk#lgeoseason in the way that they were
to continue, with a® hammering of Brighton, Clough snatching five and Peacock two. In another
memorable game in November, both men grabbed hat tricks-invacory against Scunthorpe
United.

Boro were in goodorm that month, thrashing Derby®with Peacock netting the third. The

following August, the same teams met at the Baseball Ground and the Teessiders did even better,
winning 7-1. Clough was not on the score sheet, but Peacock netted four times. \WilvBtiag

in the Derby Evening Chronicle: AMy eyesight
somehow | telephoned Clough and not Peacock as the scorer of Boro's second goal. | apologise for
the weekend arguments unwittingly caused, and toylémk-goal National Serviceman Peacock.

One can rave about Af@arold Peacock. He was a craftsman with the killer instinct in front of
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goal. The goal | misread was the perfect example of wonderfulssglic ond oppor t uni sn

In November 1960 came anothecredible game, 6 at
Charltonianot her Cl ough hat trick
Dennis Edwards and Charlton levelling the game for the fifth
and final occasion a minute from time.

Clough left Middlesbrough for Sunderland in July 1961 in a
£42000@ al , sick of the teamos
He wrote in his rroudnghbeforelgolda p h
(Middl esbrough manager ) Mr
patience snapped. Middlesbrough were letting them in quicker
than | could score therhtold the manager | was sick and tired

of banging goals in at one end, only to turn round and see the
team conceding even more at

Peacock kept up the good work the following season,
assuming the No 9 role with enthusiasm, and returned an
impressive 32 goals in 41 games. Bob Dennison said of hi
"Alan is a top class striker. His workrate is magnificent, he
shields the ball so well and as well as scoring goals he is
unselfish and a real team player."

Alan Peacock as a Middlesbrough sta

His record brought Peacock to the attentbingland manager Walter Winterbottom as the 1962
World Cup finals neared. Wearing the No 19 shirt, he took his place in a squad that boasted such
illustrious names as Jimmy Armfield, Bobby Moore, Jimmy Greaves, Bobby Charlton and Johnny
Haynes.

He wasyet to make his debut as the squad flew out to Chile, but Winterbottom had no doubts about
blooding the 24yearo | d . He made his debut in Englandds
Rancagua after Gerry Hitchens turned in a lacklustre performance ingherpa disappointing-2

defeat to Hungary.

Peacock lined up as centiamward alongside Greaves, with Haynes pulling the strings from
mi dfield. Charl ton on the | eft wing and Bl ack
ammunition.

Peacock got éfto a bright start, firing wide early on, then forcing the penalty that earned England
the opening goal after 17 minutes. A cross from Charlton floated invitingly to the far post where
Peacock powered a header goalwards only for Argentina captain Newé&uro the ball over with

his hand. The Russian referee pointed to the spot and Ron Flowers drove home the penalty.

Jimmy Armfield hit a post soon after, then Charlton fired in a sizzling low shot for a second just
before the interval as England took toh

In the second half England sat deeper and soaked up a lot of Argentinian pressure but Peacock
worked hard, closing down defenders and chasing back to help the defence.

And he had a hand in England's third on 66 minutes when he pushed a firstltiou Wwale for

Douglas to get down the flank and put in a fierce cross shot. The keeper could only punch away as
far as the edge of the box where the lurking Greaves pounced to drill home.

www.mightyleeds.co.uk Players: Alan Peacock Peach of a player 3




Argentina pulled one back through Sanfillipo ten minutes frone timnt Peacock had done enough

to keep his place for the final group game with Bulgaria five days later.

He had less chance to shine as the Bulgarians defended in depth from the off and set out to frustrate
and intimidate with a very physical approach. haee first halforeak Greaves rounded the keeper

but hit the upright.

The second half was just as drab but

Peacock almost notched his first y
England goal on the hour as Flowersme. -
crossed into a crowded box. Peachyiigh
climbed highest to send a looping [
header oer the keeper but it clipped @& -
the post before going behind fora §

goal kick.

The Argentinians in the crowd were f
whistling with disdain and booing the
turgid fare as the game sleepwalked
towards the draw that would put bot
sides through at the South
Americans' expense.

Peacock was selected for the quarte
final against holders Brazil but
suffered a stomach upset overnight  The England team that faced Argentina in the World Cup on 2 June B26X:
and was replaced by Hitchens. Brazil Unknown, Greaves, Springett, Flowers, Charlton, Moore. Front: Douglas, Armf
won the game 1 and went on to Peacock, Haynes, Norman, Wilson

retain the trophy.

Peacock featured again in two autumn internalgra 31 win against Northern Ireland and #®4
hammering of Wales in Winterbottombés final ma
latter game, one of them a wonderful drive from the right hand side of the area. Alf Ramsey was
among the crowdf 27,500 the lowest ever for a Wembley international readiness to take

over as England manager.

With Winterbottomdbs departure, Peacock slippe
scored 21 goals in 40 Second Division appearances in@R682he memorable performance saw
him score twice as Middlesbrough pulled off a remarkablen at Plymouth in February.

The previous month manager Bob Dennison had left Ayresome Park after nine years of struggling
unsuccessfully for promotion to beptaced by former England insiderward Raich Carter.
Because of the bitter winter that year the PI
playable because of the milder conditions prevailing in the West Country.

Af ter t he vi cNooplaygr whoCan assig the chilato win profmotion will leave. That
is definite and includes Al an Peacock. o0 Middl
season fourth.

Boro made a promising start to the following campaign, winning four dirdtdive games,
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scoring 18 goals and conceding | u<'mindtecheaded Dur
effort provided the decisive moment in-& 3vin away to Leeds United, featuring John Charles in

the winghalf role that he occasionalliiéd. Bill Mallinson in the Yorkshire Evening Post:

AEngl andds World Cup | eader had a tdwake ti me u
Charlton, but Peacock, like his predecessor, Clough, has that instinct for the pay off, and the decider
camef om as good a piece of work in the air as |

Middlesbrough slumped as winter drew on with both Peacock and winger Bobby Braithwaite out
injured. The striker suffered a series of knee problems, culminating in the requireneent for
cartilage operation on his left knee in Novemb@@3.

Three months later Leeds United manager Don Revie signed Peacock for a fee in excess of £50,000,
set to rise to £55,000 if United secured promotion. The deal was a record for both clubs. Revie said
at the time, Al have al ways been i mpressed by
Naturally we hope that he will do for United what he has done for Middlesbrough. He is a perfect
type and undoubtedly will settle down well at

ElI'l and Road. 0o

RobBagchi and Paul Rogerson in The

Unf orgiven: Aln nor mal circumstances he
would have been far beyond Revieds resources.
Memor ably described by Brian Glanville as 0a
tall, straight guardsmalike figure even to the

short haircutd, kthswas just over 6ft tall, vy

timing and vertical leap placed him up with

Tommy Taylor, John Charles and Nat

Lofthouse as the finest exponents of the aerial

arts since the maestro Tommy Lawton. His

pedigree did not augufbsriEdeepnspetabyog mesingpuser b
manager, especially since Peacaas only victory in November 1962

twenty-six. Eighteen months earlier, Denis Law

had signed for Manchester United from Torino for £115,000, and while Peacock, splendid player
though he was, was not quite in Lawds cl ass,
bracketLucki |l y for Leeds, the discount on O0damage
persistent knee problems and recent serious cartilage operation, alusaning procedure back

in 1963, meant that Middlesbrough were resigned to cashingireonthl ayer whi |l e t he

Despite the clubdéds A80, 000 overdraft, Revie w
faltering Second Division title challenge. Peachy had only managed nine Second Division
appearances and a couple more in thggueaup, but had scored 8 times.

United were desperate for goals, and Eric St a
undoubtedly give a new cutting edge to this Leeds attack which has been so badly blunted of late.
On his day there are few et centreforwards in the country and apart from being exceptionally

clever in the air, where he makes full use of his height of six feet, he has a strong shot. But more
than that, he is one of those cefftsavards, not plentiful in the modern game, wdam hold a line
together by his distribution from midfield.
the twin thrust down the centre, whether he h
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