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Playersi Jimmy Greenhoff Mr Nice Guy

With his shock of blond hair and thback disposition,

Jimmy Grenhoff was the archetypilr Nice Guyof

Seventies football. Oftecited as the finest player never to

play forEnglandh e was a manager 6s dr
needs of the team and hagpycontribute wherever he was
required.

Andrew Mourant: HAMany Leeds
departure from Elland Road of Jimmy Greenhoff was
premature; there was a sense almost of anguish that
someone with his fluid talents could not be accommodated
in Don Reviebds grandauldscheme
scarcely have been a better advertisement for the game than
Jimmy Greenhoff with the ball at his feet embarking on

swift, surging runs from the right side of midfield. He was,
and looked, a natural footballer; yet it was at other clubs,

and at centréorward that he would eventually exploit his
talents most fullyAs he matured physically, Jimmy
Greenhoff became an increasingl

Rob Bagchi and Paul Rogerson: AnGreenhoff was
graceful striker who seemed to glide through gambs. T _
fans loved him, as they always love those whose skills are ~ Jimmy Greenhoft ... "a great cenfiward, a

unattainable. Some |l ooked at BEE P YNT™ hou
thatd. Everyone knew that what Greenhoff had
David Saffer: AA nat ur aln,conpostureéand dadbiking ability set ¢ o n t

him apart. o

Though al ways acknowledged as a good football
purple patch came between 1972 and 1979 when he starred for Stoke City and Manchester United, a
vital cog that kept the wheels turning.

Jimmy Greenhoff was born on 19 June 1946 in Barnsley, South Yorkshire. Brother Brian, seven
years his junior, would also make a name for himself in professional football, winning 18 England
caps.

In his early days, @enhoff was an attacking widgalf and starred for Barnsley Schoolboys, who
won a clutch of honours in 1961 while he was still shy of hisHiBhday. His displays marked his
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name as one to watch and in June of that year he signed apprentice fornesifobéed, one of a
number of young starlets who were enthralled by the vision of rookie manager Don Revie.

Greenhoff was in good company, as Revie observed intheawdman wr i ti ng about
Northern Intermediate League line:up i T h e i r e i16, dut augyeungtgam can more than

hold itsown. Gareth Sprake, goalkeeper, 16nirSwansea Schoolboys ... rigtalf Jimmy

Greenhoff, 15, star of the Barnsley Boys team which won the Yorkshire Cup and English Schools'
Shield last year .Paul Raney, captain and centhalf, a Leeds lad from the Leeds City Bagam

.. Norman Hunter, inside or war d fr om Newcastl e di sdutsidect &
|l eft, i s another apprentice of great promi se.

Despite the promise of youth, Leeds wér a dire situation as Revie struggled to get to grips with
the switch from player to manager. His team struggled to avoid relegation from Division Two,
though the signing of Scottish veteran Bobby Collins was the catalyst for survival.

Revie signed JahCharles in the summer but then chose to gamble on his nursery. Greenhoff was
one of a clutch of youngsters who
debuted in 1962/63. His selectifor the I's a
team to play Southampton on 15 May | s
completed a list comprising Reaney, ”
Hunter, Rod Johnson, Peter Loer,
Tom Hallett, Tommy Henderson and
Barrie Wright.

Wing-half gets big chance at The | o otl cactas

ﬁ Dell: chen forwards travel | yajy against
rer, Sored Yorks

Bill Mallinson in the Yorkshire Evening
Post: fAGreenhof f,

professional who will be 16 years and .
330 days old tomorrow, takes over from @ S55=55 = | &
Willie Bell after only intermittent i
appearances witthe Central League

team this seasoiieam maager Mr Don

The Yorkshire Evening Post of 14 May carries the news of Greenhol

Revi e s aHetastobave y : 0 first team debut
experience and now is a goaeh¢ to bring
him i nt oGrteheen hsoifdfe .i6bs t he ei ghth teenager draft

season and he becosnhe second youngest player to have worn a United first team. jedsey

United lost 31, but Greenhoff did enough to retain his place for the closing game of the season.
Leedsbeat Swansea0 at a canter and the youngstarneddecent reviews. Mallinsowrote:

i Mere were many opportunities for the young newcomer to shine constructively and here

Greenhoff showed promise of becoming another Danny Blanchflower. A last ditch clearance
denied him a home debut goimatheVYarlkslar et Breenteofi d A0 L
gave a competent display in his first game before an Elland Road crowd, which showed its
appreciation of the way he distributed passes
player with a future. o

Greenhoff signed pfessional forms for the club in August 1963 afieing selectedor Yorkshire
Schoolboys.

Don Revie knew it was important to keep young feet on the ground, and Greenhoff did not feature
again in the first teamantil October 22, a League Ctie against &#anseaHe had to wait until
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March 1964 for another League stdnough hdeatured again a week later at Middlesbrough. lan

Guild wrote in the Yorkshire Post after dl3/ictoryoffia magni fi cent -backs,i bi t i
Hunter, Charlton and Greerffiovhose strength was such that they always seemed to have the ball.
Greenhoff, in particular, gave a polished exhibition of footéalhe worked tirelessly in attack and
defence and one thrilling dribble in which he beat six men only to be foiled lasthmoment

deserved what would have been the goal of the ntatch.

Those were Greenhoffédés only appearances in 19
series of cameo performances: Greenhoff returned 3 goals in 11 appearances but found itadifficult
adapt when asked to play as an emergency right winger.

Disgruntled with the scarcity of opportunities, Jimmy Greenhoff was transfer listed at his own
request during the summer and it was rumoured that he would be used as a makeweight in a deal
with Blackpool for Alan Ball. Greenhoff continued to feature intermittently for United, playing
another 16 games in 1965/66, including three appearances in the Inter Cities Fairs Cup. For the
most part, he continued on the right wing, though he also figuregh&half and even lefback in

time of need.

An ankle injury kept Greenhoff out until November and his first appearance of the campaign came
on New Yearo6s Day as Leeds beat Sheffield Wed
Uni t edos fsiorl966, bdfarewsferiggahead injuries in a car crash in January.

After returning to the side in millarch, Greenhoff got a decent run of games, starting eight of the
final ten matches, including all three battles with Real Zaragoza in the FairsGufinsds.

That set the scene for the 1966/67 season, which saw Greenhoff brez£<
through in a meaningful way, playing more games than he missed. Ma
of his appearances came at ceiibravard. Revie used him sporadically
over the first month of the campaign both wings before switching him
to insideforward and then leader of the line in October. He was a
revel ation as a striker, bringin
play, though there was intense press speculation about a move for a big
money forvard as Leeds struggled to turn their dominance into goals.

Don Revie in early December: fl [

Greenhoff is buckling into his new job at certoeward at a difficult :

time because of our injuries. 0  jmmyGreenhoffis helpless against
the aerial dominance of Willie

Gr een hof f énsourhgingamdRicters Ulyattenthusedri the Stevenson and Geoff Strong as

Yorkshire PosinD e ¢ e mWehouts pfiendi ng a hadpe ' %ﬂetsqrbflg 1&-,50”
thousands of pounds they were prepared to splash on Hateley, they have

made the centrorward discovery of the season in young Greenhoff, hibheewinghalf by
reputation and a wing forward by expediency.

flAgainst Blackpool ten days ago, Greenhoff headed a spectacular goal by pedetihaton of

sight and speed. On Saturday against Tottenham, he opened the scoring withichléfd footel

drive and completed Leedsd contribution to th
spunlikeacr i cket er 6 s | etheinthcators lare that lteeds \gndea haveéat last found

a centreforward who can score goals.
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ACurrent formsuggests that he will go on doing so, and that he will add excitement and enthusiasm
to Leedsdé6 forward play. Wi thout possessing th
Greenhoff is now playing as though he always wants to be where the bakhisvas why he soon

tackled the Tottenham righack Beal near the halfway flag and when he scored his second goal

was near the left corner flaGreenhoff chased, tackled, shot and headed tirelessly. He completely
outplayed the international centnalf England and could not be controlled by either Mackay or

Mullery, who are among the most formidable Hadicks in the business.

fiAs long as his zest for work is unimpaired, the fair haired Greenhoff is likely to worry better
def ences t hanaybethat héstalerd had ldossoretd witimthe freedom to roam all
over the field he now gets at centogward compared with the greater restraint he found on the
wing or at winghalf, it may be that the little extra weight he has put on is an advantage.

AWhatever the cause, Greenhoff has, in his new position, suddenly proved that the talent he has
fleetingly shown during the last five years was not illusory. Let us hope that he is not now
restrained by too much advice or by instructions to play to a pafegood old stop at nothing
centreforward is what this over coached game needs more than anything else.

filt is not often that | write half a column on the potential ability of one player, but it is equally rare
for an experi ment ,cenmeforw@d veas aftér Bdadock sMadeley Storrie,o
Belfitt and one or two others had been tried there without notable success, to be sucessful.

Chief coach Syd Owe rfarward,alélely moees wha alwaysdoaked tltee nt r e
part. When héirst came he was a midfield player, but we felt he would be better as a forward

where his first touch, skill and distribution would be an asset. He had very good self control: he
never got over excited, irrespective of any a

Andrev= Mour ant: #Alt was felt he | acked the st ami
end to end. At centrorward, his excellent control, assured first touch and intelligent distribution

could be used to greater advantagad he could get a rest efnhe needed. He was an excellent

striker of the ball, capable of spectacular goals, few more so than his seayaugl 2@lley which

gave Leeds an early lead in the

home leg of their 1967 Inter

Cities Fairs Cup battle against

Val encia. 0

Greenhoff managkten goals
from 40 starts and 3 appearances
as substitute, enhancing his
reputation as one of the best
young strikers in the gamaA.
twisted ankle suffered against
Sunderland in May kept him out
of the Fairs Cup semi final
against Kilmarnock Rod Belfitt
took his chance, netting a hat
trick, but Greenhoff was back as
an automatic choice for 1967/68,

earning a Fairs Cup runners up The Leeds team celebrate victory after the League Cup final in March B3@&: Sprake,
medal for his appearance in the Lorimer, Gray, Chdton, Madeley, BelflttBrZ[;Jgngreenhoff, Cooper, Reaney, Hunter, Gil
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