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Playersi Harry Bromagé Custodian courageous

Goal keeper Haisplaygin Be colous gfd€eds d
City were among the highlights of the cl ubds
year existence. They also represented one of the most
enduring themes: Bromage was there from the early days,
keeping goal for the Peacocks in their first gameén th
Football League in September 1905, and he outlasted all his
contemporaries, remaining at Elland Road until 1911.

- o
His move to Leeds gave the keeper plenty of opportunities to
shine; Cityods rearguard was of modest stock a
occasions the custodiavas all that stood between the - o
Peacocks and the heaviest of thrashings. fABro
really fine exhibition, and but for his clever goalkeeping the i (&
home team would have won by a larger margin, o
typical a quote from a local newspaper aft@r@defeat at

Bradford Park Avenue in April 1909.

Despite a perpetual lack of defensive cover from his team ﬂ%

mates, Bromage never lacked commitment to the cause at any N

time during his lengthy stay at Elland Road. He was the . '

second player to make 100 Legappearances for Leeds

City, following in the footsteps of Fred Parnell, and he broke

the wingeros appear anc®start e c o rrery e Dihe fs@enuicaighe h
in February 1910. By the time of his final game for the club in Road folk hero?

April 1911, he had played more League mascian any

other City player (143), though Stan Cubberley and Billy McLeod both overtook his total before the
end of the season.

With his hangdog expression, drooping moustache and ubiquitous flat cap, Bromage cut a dour,
stereotypically Northern figuréut his displays between the sticks for City brought colour and
excitement to the Peacocksdé early years.

He was neither the most spectacular nor the flashiest of keepers, but he was a brave and plucky
custodian. He had to be, for he played in an era whegy centreforwards habitually tested the

mettle of keepers with vigorous tenacity, thinking nothing of laying them out with an aggressive
airborne charge. Bromage regularly risked life and limb between the sticks for City, seemingly
oblivious to the riks he took. There is no sound way of establishing the point, but his courage and
commitment might have made the keeper the first genuine Elland Road folk hero. One of his
favourite tricks was to launch a swift counter attack with a sharp throw out to artateafter
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catching the ball from a cross, a move that was not common among other keepers of the day.

Bromage faced occasional criticism for a penchant for reckless sprints out of his area’ """
to confront opposing forwards as they ran in on goal, butstameexcusable flaw,
given the lack of protection he was often afforded by somewhat limiteddaks. It
was always a toss up whether Bromage would get the ball or not, but it made fo
some exciting moments.

Henry O0Harryd Br oma e 1880atlse eldestiofridohin and Hiz X rfou
Bromageds eight children. The Bromage Werfe a
Harryos uncle was a goal keeper with Defvpy FCou
became professional or semi professional players. Bill playeshfeifield R
United and Doncaster Rovers, going on to be a trainer at Derby County; Georg®omage was already a
played for Sheffield United, Jack for Chesterfield, Enos for Derby County and Wwell-respected keeper
West Bromwich Albion, and Joe was a s with Denaby United, when he joined City
Loughborough Corinthiarend Gainsborough Trinity.

Local club Derby County, home of the legendary Steve Bloomer, were founder members of the
Football League and one of the strongest teams in the First Division, enjoying a series of exciting
Cup runs around the turn of the cegturhey acted as a beacon for the foothmling Bromage

boys.

For a couple of years around 1890, Harryos un
County. That gave Harry the opportunity to enjoy the atmosphere behind the scenes at a big club
and sparked his interest in the game.

From an early age, Harry was a keen footballer and, inspired by Enos, he also became a keeper,

starting his career in junior football with D
experience (Enos oniyanaged 17 appearances for the Rams before disappearing into the lower
|l eagues) , Harry became deputy to the famous J

defeats for the Rams between 1898 and 1903, including a re€oreM@rse against Bury the last
of those finals, when he was carrying an injury.

Bromage loved his time at the Baseball Ground, but he failed to make an impact and feared he
would never get a real chance with Fryer monopolising the position. After five League appearances
in three seasons, he moved on to Second Division Burton United in 1901.

United had been formed originally as Burton Swifts, incorporated into the Football League when
the Second Division was created in 1892. They finished bottom of the table at thelend of t
1900/01 season and had to apply feelection. Prior to the vote, the Swifts amalgamated with near
neighbours Burton Wanderers to form Burton United, who were duly admitted to the League.

Harryods change of empl oy e randihe played G7ttimas evgrihke mert f i
four seasons for a team that habitually struggled in the lower reaches of Division Two.

They ended the 1904/05 season second bottom and had to apply agagidotioa. However,
Bromage proved his worth with a sigi of decent performances in a disappointing campaign. His
reputation attracted the attention of the men who ran Leeds City, newly elected to the Football
League, and they gave him the chance of a move to pastures new for the 1905/06 season.
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Citycametomf the voting at the Leagueds AGM with
replace Burton, who got only 10 votes. The Staffordshire club were given a reprieve with the
extension of the League from 36 to 40 clubs and they were voted back into the Bedsion in a
subsequent election.

B r o masigeatusrepresented real feather in the cap fbeeds Citya club that aspired to great

things Linesmarreported as folows n t he Leeds Mercury on May 30

position of goalkeper, a particularly happy choice has been made. Throughout last season

Bromage played very cleverly with Burton United, giving clear proof of his ability in front of the

net. I ndeed, he had no superi oy _imn thﬁ.rs_econ
TN

Mo S e

The keeper was not amonguplete strangers at his new club: Burton
centreforward Fred Hargraves was another new arrival at Elland Roa
Former Derby winger Fred Parnell was also a new signing for City, but A
the paths of the pair had never crossed at County, Bromage leaving w
coupleof seasons before Parnell signed for the Rams. .

€3

Bromage performed well on his debut for the Peacocks, on 2 Septem?
away to Bradford City, though he could not preventGadefeat. The |
Yor ks hi Bremageansre than dnce proved himself a capable
defenderofgodd and f#Adi splayed skill and
posts. o0

Bromage at the start of his
lengthy stay at Elland Road

That first season it took a while for City to get into their stride. They lost
their first two games, before drawing their third and then finally getting a win at the fourtipiattem
but thereafter their fortunes picked up considerably and the team ended the campaign in sixth spot.

Bromage quickly established himself as a stalwart of the side, consistent, safe and reliable. He even
deputised as captain in the absence of the ithjDiek Ray when City faced Mexborough Town in
the FA Cup in November.

The keeper enjoyed an excellent season, missing just three games and keeping eleven clean sheets.
He earned some good reviews, including this from Nimrod in the Leeds Mercury aftet thaw
at Grimsby on March 17: ABromage again gave a

City signed Jack Whitley from Stoke as goalkeeping cover in April, and Bromage made way for

him for three games at the end of the season, but he was back as firstahibieddllowing

campaign. Unfortunately the Peacocks could not build on their promising start and had to be content
with a mid table position.

Again Harry Bromage was a star performer, earning the plaudits of the critics right from the off.
Aftertheopei ng day draw with Bradford City, the Le
favourably with the famous Bradford custodian
ponderous by compari son: Nl t br oaalgeeper, Bramage,t h e
whose magnificent defence was perhaps the outstanding feature of the match. Bromage could not
possibly prevent Smithés goal , but he stopped
whether he rushed out or remained betweerptists he always did the right thing. Leeds City

need | ook no further for a goal keeper. o

Bromageds bravery inevitably |l ed to the occas
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in September 1906. However, he was soon back and building henregltitation as a specialist
when it came to facing penalties.

He stopped a spot kick by-3Gwimskoyd OcMadbermre dadr,
victory of the campaign. At the end of November he blocked another penalty by Jones of Wolves,
though the ball found its way into the net. There was a similar outcome at the beginning of
December when he fended off another spot kick at Blackpool, with Scott scoring from the rebound.

He saved yet another penalty at Gainsborough on December 8, hlGibygvent down by a single
goal.

The Leeds Mercury reported on an outstanding
the interval, for after Holmes had scored for Trinity as the result of a splendid centre by Northay,
the home team were avded a penalty for a foul by Henderson, and this was magnificently saved

by Bromage ... The Leeds City goalkeeper played a splendid game throughout, though in
endeavouring to prevent the goal scored by Holmes he
collided with that player, and suffered frahe injury
throughout the remainder of the game. At one stage, indeg
Freeborough had to act as his substitute between the post
As usual, Bromage was the outstanding figure on the side,
and the defeat could not be attributed to any weakness in ||
goal 0O

On December 15, Bromageods
intimdating Stockportds Wa
high over the bar as City pulled off a blistering &ictory. '

The keeper crowned a marvellous month with another
splendid display at Hujust before Christmas, as reported by e~ Av kAo e
Ol ympian in the Mercury: fBromage wass i“n**wpnd
from start to finish. It was reminiscent of his doings in the ¢ January 1907"Bromage saves cleverly aﬂ_er'a
match at Hull last season, and he undoubtedly saved Leeds fi erce attack on the

from a heavy beating ... Shot after shas rained in on FOLr estos ff O_trlwaf*P:Mtiofrbﬂmthet
eeds yvercu Ity'S gergal me

Br oma ge, who, however, sto c*\kgtinglﬁanyll:oreglij)ic‘jRayﬂsrjso& eiptﬁe he

He gave a tremendous performance in the FA Cu

of marvellous saves in a breathtaking-temute spell of intense Bristol pressure whershved

shots from all angles ... Bristol, a class above Leeds, looked set for a huge score but were foiled by
Bromageds heroics time after time.o Unfortuna
were thrashed-4.

The keeper had a shaky tinmethe New Year and was dropped for a couple of games in February,
prompting fans and journalists to voice their criticism of the Selection Committee. However, he was
soon back at his post and was ever present over the final twelve games, keeping faleetsan

City recovered from their mid season slump, with the goals of new dentvard Billy McLeod

promising better times to come.

Bromage was still first choice at the start of the 1907/08 season, but lost his place after shipping six
goalsatDerbp n Oct ober 19. Cityds management had se
Naisby from Sunderland and Bromage was exiled to the reserves.
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Ni mrod in the Mercury: AThe critics certainly
with some cupsity, and there were those who would have quickly said bitter things at the expense

of the management for having the temerity to displace Bromage had Naisby failed to make a
satisfactory debut. Bromageo6s a bremustsympattsse we | |
with him on having so many goals scored against him of late. But he is not primarily to blame, for it
must be borne in mind that the defence has not been above reproach, particularly in the wing half
back positions, and the backshavet been t oo steady. 0o

A solitary appearance in the penultimate game of that season was all that
Bromage could manage until he was recalled to the team in the spring of
1909. By now, original City secretarganager Gilbert Gillies had departed
the sceneeplaced by Frank Scealford in March 1908 and the new man
stood by Naisby for most of the campaign.

However, when Bromage earned his recall, he made the most of the
opportunity, keeping a clean sheet twice in the four games he played. H
suddenlyand firmly back in favour, earning praise for some fine displays. _
The Leeds Mercury headlined with
of the season, a@ defeat at Bradford Park Avenue on Tuesday, 27 April
19009.

The custodian, now in his 8@ear,was reinstated as automatic choice for t
1909/10 season, cementing his position with some fine early displays.
ABromage was as safe as evero an
leaving the field he received a great ovation from an enthus@stio w d |,
were two typical quotes.

k e

It was a depressing campaign for the club, which struggled agaielstcteon

. . : . .. Harry Bromage takes a
for many months. City suffered the poorest defensive record in the division | gaiher duringhe win

(80 goals conceded in 38 League games), though they came goedlatéh against West Bromwich
run. Albion in September 1907

Harry Bromage was generally considered to be the best performer in a hard pressed and struggling
teeam A Br omage was magnificent throughout the ga

i mpossible. o A run of siaytpApileaves boththeimblushésg ht a
and their Second Division status.

The custodiandés sustained consistency had fin
departed Elland Road in the summer of 1910 for Luton Towsye2@old Tony Hogg was given a

chance at the start of the new season, playing in the first three games, each of which ended in
defeat. That was enough for the City regime and they quickly reverted to their tried and trusted
favourite.

Bromage was reinstated for the trip to Hudderdfielon Sept ember 24, though
Bromage we are accustomed to seeo, according
place the following week against Birmingham and it took a penalty to beat him as City secured their
firstpointd t he season. A week | ater the Yorkshire
best displayso away to West Bromwich Al Dbion.
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He was now firmly back in harness and enjoyed a fine season, his last for City as it turisd out.
gave a string of highlass performances through a long and testing winter and reached new heights
in the spring.

He excelled against Gainsborough Trinity in March 1911, as reported by Wanderer in the Mercury:
fiHe had practically nothing to do in the first half, but after tierval he was sorely pressed. What

are commonly called stinging shots were few and far between, but those long dropping shots and
accurately placed corner Kkicks, which must be
lost golf balls. In the lagew minutes the popular custodian saved a penalty and this was the

crowning effort of areally finefort)y i ve mi nut esdé wor k. o

Bromage followed up with a
clean sheet as City beat
promotionchasing Bolton a
week later. He was rewarded
for his efforts wien City held a
benefit game for him, on Easter
Monday against Burnley at
Elland Road. The contest had
originally been arranged for
March 11, but the Turf Moor
club had to cry off due to FA
Cup commitments against

Bradford City, and the game

was rearrangefbr the 27 ofthe  Bromag is second from the right in this photo of a City party during their Cup train
month in January 1911 Alec Creighton, Harold Bridgett, George Affleck, Tom Mulholland
: Bromage, Joe Enright

Cityébs management | odged a claim of A72 again
Football League decreed that Burnley should pay damages of just £27 16s.

The game kicked off late in an experimental move to pull in gebigttendancet was a dismal

failure in that respect, attracting just 5,500 spectators, in stark contrast to the previous Saturday
when 15,000 fans paid to watch the win over Bol@nemage did have the satisfaction of keeping
anotherclean sheetind aguaranteed pay out of £500, a welcome reward after his years of service in
the Elland Road cause.

A couple of weeks later the keeper played his“ad final League game for City. The day ended
unhappily with Chelsea winning % as Bromage was left bgexposed in the second half by a
tiring defence. It was a sad way to end aysar association with the Citizens.

City already had the young and potentially very good Tony Hogg waiting in reserve, and in May,
Frank ScotWalford signed the promisingishman, Leslie Murphy, from Belfast Celtic. Content

that the two men provided adequate goalkeeping cover, the board sanctioned the release of
Bromage at the end of the season. He departed for Midland League outfit Doncaster Rovers, along
wi t h Ci te ynddeforwaedda@nr Astill, leaving their erstwhile colleagues to a dire struggle
against the spectre of-atection during the campaign that followed. At Doncaster, Harry was
reunited with brother Bill, who was his new captain, as well as a regularcaatrof goals from

his position on the wing.

Doncaster had been elected to the Football League in 1901, but returned to the Midland League in
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