T =
.._' _‘_—;_,.n

M3, 3~
~ The gngli‘ty Mlghty Whltes
;-11; | W“ Al ;
The t?éﬂmtuve hlstory of Leeds United = [wmlghtylgedscoﬁk

Matches 230ctober1968i Leeds United Standard Liege 2

Inter Cities Fairs Cup first round second legi Elland Road i 24178

Scorers:Charlton 52 min, Lorimer 75, Bremner 88

Leeds United: Sprake, Reaney, Cooper (Bates 45), Br emn
Hibbitt (Gray 70)

Standard Liege: Nicolay, Blaise, Thissen, Dewalque, Jeck, Pilot, Semmeling, Van Moer, Galic, Kostedde, Depireux

Seven painfully Bort days after winning thieter — a. e sy

Cities Fairs Cup in September 1968 with-@ 0 Never-eav-dle
draw in the Nep Stadium, Leeds United were offl .eeds United
on their defence of the trophy. The thegged fight back
final against Ferencvaros had been held over to. ... s

Labet & bpatend Lows 8

the start of the 1968/69 seasowrdngse of fixture "..:1*:‘::;.;: wie e

A dot Dhegr e N

congestion the previous campaign and a week -:_:-:*.r:'—;:‘
after their triumph in Budapest, Leeds were back-=" _,."__,
in action, pitted agat*v'si

Liege.

-nq--u-.

Standard coach, Roger Pespoke almost
humbly before the t eanms.  medl B s
game las come too early for us. It would be much '
better to have met Leeds in the semi final or The Yorkshire Post of 24 October 1968 carries the story of United"

the quarter final, but seeing the cup holders triumoh acainst Standard Lieae

wi || be a treat for our supporters.o

Though the standard of Bel gian f ootsdaninancevas m
of the Fairs Cup since 1965 had been a wonder
attempt to lull United into complacency.

Standard had adapted well to the I oss of Roge

1968 andéft in the close season to join Alemania Aachen in West Germany. Even without
Claessen, Liege were on their way to recapturing the Belgian title at the time.

They were undoubtedly a strong outfit, boasting a wonderful attaeje@ld striker Erwin

Kost edde (who became the first black West Ger me
replacement, joining the c¢club from Duisburg.
Antal Nagy played in the World Cup finals for Hungary in 1966 and went ba top scorer in

Belgium that season; Nagy played in the first leg, but was replaced for the Elland Road game by the
Yugoslav international Milan Galic, who came to fame with Partizan Belgrade and won a gold

medal at the Olympic Games in 1960.

In midfield they had the Belgian internationals Leon Semmeling (the skipper) and Wilfried Van
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Moer (92 caps between them), along with Louis
player, winning 49 caps between 1959 and 1971. Van Moer was the pick of tihe Harwon the

Belgian Golden Shoe three times and was a mainstay of the Belgium team from 1966 to 1982. He
had been signed by Standard at the start of the season after quitting relegated Royal Antwerp.

The rearguard, too, was redoubtable: goalkeeperNieafay won 39 Belgian caps, whileeon
Jeck, Nico Dewalque and Jean Thissen were all regulars in the national side.

Don Revie had promised to attack in the fir
leg in Belgium, butUnited had to be content
with a goalless draw in thgclessin Stadium
Leeds were forcetb rely on a classic stone
walling defensive display as Standard
continually pushed them badk.sterling
performance by Gary Sprake was crucial.

Phil Brown in the Yorkshire Evening Post:
i S p rhadkagositively inspired 20 minute
in the first half and was perfectly competen
in the other 70 minuteslis rainbow 20
minutes got him round after round of
applause although he was frustrating the
strong and clever home forwards after the
had interpassed or dribbled their way into
Uni t exdThey firfisbed off with Billy Bremner cannot believe it as the Standard Liege players come ot
cracking shots too, but Sprake was just all white

unbeatable. He had to face a barrage of shots from close range, but his responses were electrifying.
High and low he soared or dived in panthke style, and three times he kept the ball of the

angle only by acrobatics. But his best save, for it involved leaving the play and anticipating together
with other virtues, was a racing run @ut and
perfect centre from Semmelin@dn c e R e ead sayed fer Sprake, once the home centre

forward Kostedde blasted the bar with a cannonball drive, but Sprake deserved the help and the luck
he got in those moments.

fiThe game would have been a better spectattie capacity 35,000 crowd was quiet limmg

periodsi if United had opened up or rather if they could have risked openir@pgn up they

must and will at Leeds, but their forwards, Hbearted Jones apart, carried little thrust after the first
10 minutes, during which they briskly won thie@ners.The big home defence lay too heavily
sometime literally on them after that, although Jonsisooting out of a tack]éad a 15yard drive
deflected on to the bar.

Don Revie said after the game: nlintli5moweght St a
before half time. In the second half our defence was magnificent. | am very pleased with the result
and | think we have got a good chance at Leeds. | feel confident.

Roger Petitfil thought it was a hard game, perhaps too hard. We hadtlliofgo to Leeds with one
or two goals. Naturally this is a very good result for Le@ds.

United had started the season well and were confident that they would have enough in the Elland
Road locker to clinch the second leg and the tie. They did haveoting @f going into the match on
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the back of two defeats, against Second Division Crystal Palace in the League Cup and then by 5
away to Burnley, but argued that lightning could not possibly strike THREE times!

The match kicked off late after a controsiaf prelude. United had already been awaiting the
entrance of Standard Liege for five minutes and were shocked when they then trotted out in pristine
white, sparking fifteen minutes of heated argument.

Standardds nor mal st r rtspwhistettey hacwbrn ;1 Belgium.dor aome w h
strange reason they chose to come to Leeds with only an all white kit, even though they knew there
would be a colour clash. Billy Bremner pointed out the problem to referee Gunnar Mlchaelson Who
asked Standarih change strip. With Don Revie andff & & T )

Roger Petiarguing bitterly in the tunnel about who |
should change, matters became farcical.

The Belgian party argued that they only had the w
strip with them and that the rules made it clear thatg
the onus was ormé home team to change. United
accepted the point, but asserted that Standard had
caused the problem by their strange choice of kit.
Uni tedds change strip o
Belgians, but they claimed angrily that it did not fit
and blatantyg nor ed t he of fi ci
should change.

In an irritable acceptance that something would be Billy Bremner exchanges pennants with Standard Liege
needed to break the deadlock, Leeds eventually skipper Leon Semmeling before the match
accepted that someone would need to compromise and they agreed to play in blue.

Finally released frorthe trivia of the argument, United showed their relief by getting instantly into
gear and forcing Standard back onto defence. The home crowd hooted them with derision, both for
their prematch pettiness and for some rough play.

Eric Stanger in the Yorkshie  PTheytwere Iéudly booed, not only before a ball was kicked, but
for a succession of fouls in their efforts to
Leeds came to one was when Cooper burst through the middle, beat off fols tetklfor

Nicolay to bring off a fine save. That apart, Liege, through the sterling covering of their back four
Blaise, Thissen, Dewalque and Jédkept them either at long range or effectively crowded them

out when Charlton and Jones took to thermaiofm corners and free Kkicks.

Leeds were without Johnny Giles, who had failed to recover from a knock on the thigh at Burnley,
and they missed his subtlety and eye for the
well organised in defenceandiqe k t o counter attacko (Stanger)
measure of United, though Mi ke O06Grady | ooked
tireless probing and neat ball control. He came in for some heavy attention frdradefThissen,
whowent i nto the refereebds book after 27 minute

O6Grady saw his snap shot well held by goal ke
smart header.

United were tending to rush their work in an eagerness to attack and displayed none of their
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customary oolness. They were a side better equipped to sit on a lead than chase a game. The gung
ho approach was always likely to leave openings at the back and Leeds were found badly wanting at
the end of the half.

A minute before the interval the worst happer&dndard had shown impressive speed on the

break on several occasions, with Erwin Kostedde a constant threat. Jack Charlton, displaying a lack
of concentration, was guilty of a loose pass which was picked up by Van Moer, then fed on to
Galic. With the Unieéd rearguard out of position, a fine though ball exploited the gap, sending
Kostedde clear down the middle. He hurdled two strong tackles to get in a shot, which Gary Sprake
blocked.

Kostedde reacted

more quickly

than thechasing

Cooper and

Reaney to fire

home at the

second time of

asking.

Cooper had been
nursing an ankle
injured at
Burnley and did
not come out for
the second half.

He was replaced
by Mick Bates Gary Sprake blocks Kostedde's shtite striker followed up more quickly than Cooper or Reaney and p

4 Standard D up
with Paul

Madeley moving to lefback. The switch did nothing to calm their defensive anxietylaeeds
were suddenly facing an uphill struggle.

Six minutes had gone in the second half when the visitors launched another swift break. The Leeds
defence was guilty of more slack marking and slow challenges, when a through ball down the left
channel puGalic in the clear. He added the second goal with clinical efficiency, leaving Sprake
clutching at air.

It was a devastating blow. With the Burnley debacle fresh in their minds, United could have been
excused for buckling at that stage and acceptingatigfacefully. With away goals counting
double, they needed three goals to stay in the competition and it was a mighty big ask.

Whether they would have been able to recover anything other than pride if they had been given
pause to reflectonthe sizebfé chal |l enge i s anybodyds guess.
time to start feeling sorry for themselves and were back in the game almost immediately, Charlton
making partial amends for his earlier lapse by outjumping everyone to head home a Larnineer ce

Suitably revived, Leeds attempted to build on their precarious foothold, committing everything to
attack. They continued to take wild risks, leaving themselves open to the distinct possibility of
conceding a third. The speedy Standard raiders egglthe spaceDepireux struck an upright and
then Reaney was forced to head another effort off the line.
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