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Matches 19 Octoberl968i Burnley 5Leeds UnitedL

First Division 1 Turf Moor i 26,423
Scorers:Bremner 23 min
Burnley: Thomson, Smith, Latcham, Dobson, Waldron, Blant, Thomas, Muraapet, Coates, Kindon

Leeds United: Sprake, Reaney, Cooper (Lorimer 70), Br e
Gray

In aseason when Leeds United finally realised % .~

the rich potential they had hinted at for five = A o B B i L

~
thumb, a very, very sore thumb, indeed. Their # U N A
campaign was founded on ruthless efficiency . I T E D T K E
and leaving the minimum tchanceput it was
punctuated by the most extraordinary of A 5 1 TU M BLE%

calamities one Saturday afternoon towards the

end of October. "--',' Home attack a
. - - Qneon, | Fare handful

United were sitting atop the Division One .

table as they travelled to Turf Moor to face a ¢

promising young Burnley team. They had

droppel just four points in 13 games and camea,
into the game on the back of three successive
clean sheets in the League. Their only Division : b —
One reverse had come the month before, away .P‘M,“‘J
to reigning champions Manchester City,

though during the week they had bowed 0  The Yorkshire Evening Post of 19 October 1968 carries the news of ti
of the League Cup after losingl2at Second 1 defeat at Turf Moor

Division Crystal Palace. It was clear, though, that United had treated the defence of the trophy they
had won in March less than seriously.

Terry Lofthouse i n t WkentNedinakredningissmade\atehe end gf thé® o s t
season, L e eldiefeatbbynGrystal Bafase inzhe fourth round of the League Cup may

have been a blessing in disguiSkeir primary aim now that they have tasted success in the League
Cup and the Inter Cities Fai@up, both trophies being currently held by the club, is the supreme

title 1 the League championshifo with no further interest in the League Cup they can concentrate

on achieving their main objectie.

Manager Don Revie had recognised that sustainfogrgoronged assault on the honours, as Leeds
had done in 1967/68, was simply too taxing. The priority this year was solely the securing of the
championship.

United had éenjoyedd a difficult relatinonship
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1964.

In March 1965, referee Jack Taylor had called the two teams together on the pitch and dished out a
general warning for their rough behaviour. A year later, Eric Jennings was forced to repeat the dose
and in September 1966 there was a very pualimg out between Revie and Burnley manager

Harry Potts after another stormy confrontation.

Revie saidfi Ater what hehas said in a Sunday newspaper, | must speak, if only to defend the lads.
Mr Potts should put his own house in order before he attasds United players and supporters. |

was shocked by what | read. Our young players were dismayed after the match at the way they had
been tackled 0

Potts retorted, dAlt is always Burnleyods inten
football. That is our approadhbut it takes two teams to make a good football match. You can draw
your own conclusion from that. o

Referee Ken Stokes booked five players and warned the police in the second half about the Turf
Moor crowd hurling objects at Garypfke. He was reported to have threatened to abandon the
match, though he later strenuously denied it.

Relations beveen the clubs were further strain®dnotorious Burnley chairman Bob Lord, who
would fall out badly with the United board five years tat@nning his own directors from
attending games at Elland Road.

Kenneth Wol stenhol me: ABob Lord is a strange
over Britain- and by people who don't care a fig for footbktbr Bob Lord is one of the feveal
characters in football. He has made more enemies and more -.1 N

friends than anyone else in the game. To his friends he is a
brilliant chairman and a fair man. To his enesnhe is just a
loud-mouthed tust h u mp e r .  Tro thehchaimsaa of f ?
Burnley Fodball Club, the best club in &hvorlddis how he
would put it.

fiBob Lord is Lancashire through and through. He is a typical

Lancashireman in so far as he will say exactly what he thinks.
many people and many of them are in footbalare happy The autocratic Burnley chairman Bob Lard

enoudn to speak their minds in private, but once they get into his Turf Moor empire

public session they keep quiet, accept what is given to them even

though they may be unhappy about it. That is not the way of Bob Lord. He says what he believes
about an issue. And what he has tp daesn't always make him popular.

fiNot long after the Munich disaster in 1958, Bob Lord desdribé he new Mancahest er
bunch of teddy boy8That was at the time when the doings of Manchester United were saturated in
public sympathy. When Buley were facing a congested fixture list due to their success in the FA

Cup and the European Cup, Bob Lord supported manager Harry Potts's decigl@tt 10

reserves for thedague game against Chelsea. Even after Burnley had been fjaé@ B¢ the

Football League, Bob Lord sttt a me o ut a n dWesweiedght andrihe Eobthak c t : 0§
League i s wr oAitg one of Bynleys Esrbpean €up natches, Bob Lord scorned

the usual clichés and attacked the reféree.
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Upt hecl ar e tnly Locdmaewer wentet ofthis way to be popular. His comments were
frequently illthought out and rebounded on him and Burnley FC. He got publicity for the club, but
the old adage that all publicity is good publicity certainly does not always holdAtneng a

wealth of faux pas perpetrated by Lord included a claim that Jews who ran television were trying to
obtain soccer on the cheap. And most players
club, and no more than ten percent of them ktienaws of the game. When the criticism became

too fierce, he would try to distance himself from the remarks, but never with too much success.

fiOne way he responded to criticism was to blame the messenger. Journalists often incurred his
wrath and he waguick to ban individuals and the titles they represented. Jack Cochrane got to

know Lord through his involvement with Lowerhouse Cricket Club, where he was at one stage
chairman. He remembers a Lancashire League knockout competition and Lord was apfirpached
young reporteraskn g f or a c¢ o mrResnoffdwasrihe tepiyerongtherBarnley BC
chairman. Cochrane chided him for being discourteous when the reportemlwdsiag his job.

He repbmedi c& and tired okidThe jeupnalistivarking foraloselay s o
newspaper was David Davies, now the Football
most powerful figures in English football.

At the start of the season, Do n oaRehadiofered s ee ki n
A80, 000 for Burnleyds Scottish f o mmugasmme i i e
Morgan had been due to sign a new contractbotr d s i nt er ve iy a
to that and the two fell out badly Mo r Whemnegotiations started, Bob

Lord madethings very difficy t . He wasnodét wused to al

and banned me from the training ground.ldd wanted to bury the hatchet )}
althoughhhadnét real i sed t hmytheathlaecidea tot e (‘
move on. o s

A transfer to Elland Road looked a doneldbat, for some reason known only
to himself, Lord refused to sell to Revie and Morgan moved instead to
Manchester United.

Burnley had started the season poorly, but were starting to recover. Tony
Schol es on t he (Qkupposethe stbAtEts at thd eginnieg:
of Octoberand a depressing Saturday afternoon which left us on the wrong €
of a 40 scoreline at home against Liverpool. Three days later we were due toBurmley's gifted Durham
meet West Ham with no fewer than eight first team players unavailable for onePorn star Ralph Coates
had a field day against
reason or another. Leeds
Aln came some of the younger players, including two who had only just a few months earlier been
in the side that had lifted the FA Youth Cup. With another home defeat expgeetegw look team
won 31, and with only Ralph Coates reai return from injury we then went to Stoke and won by
the same score.

filn the following midweek we went one better and beat Leicester €ltindhe League Cup, but
now was a different sort of test, a Leeds United team who weud thp League anddd been
beaten only once that season.

filt was the day surely to bring back some of the more experienced players for a game as tough as
this. John Angus, Arthur Bellamy and Dave Merrington were back in light training but not close to
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a recall whilst one dafhe two recent signing®oug Colling was suspended. That left Andy
Lochhead, Brian O'Neil and Jim Thomsbat none of them won their places back and all had to be
content with playing a reserve game at Maine Road as the youngsters were given a vote of
confidence.

fiLet's get this really into perspective. The team, with an average ageattb@pwith three future
England internationals and an Irish international orb#tech, was about to take on the League

leaders, thelmmpions elea¢ There was a@rvousness about Turf Moor, the fans didn't want to

see their young team suffer an embarrassing defedt, bt her e was no need to

Leedsd midweek defeat at Cryst al Pal ace had s
living up to expectadns. Skipper Billy Bremner was on Scotland duty in Copenhagen but returned
to the side at Turf Moor, with Peter Lorimer dropping to the bench.

The young Burnley eleven were clearly up for the contest and determined not to allow their
illustrious opponerstto establish any sort of rhythm. They opened brightly: Ralph Coates made a
sharp, weaving run down the middle spreading panic through the Leeds defence; winger Dave
Thomas earned a corner after a run down the right; two minutes later Thomas forcedaambthe
then drew a foul from Terry Cooper. United cleared all three dead ball situations, but it was clear
that Burnley meant business.

United responded with some pressure of their own as Cooper, “
O6Grady and Jones went on tohe of
catch a Steve Kindon centre as tamcastrians refused to slacken .« fuge
off. They got the breakthrough that their early pressure merited
with two goals in a two minute spell.

Dave Thomas set up the first, scored after 18 minutes, with a 60
yard pass fromik own penalty area to Frank Casper down the

other end. Casper laid the ball back to Coates who let fly first time
from 20 yards to beat Sprake.

Almost immediately, United went two down. Sprake seemed to b
at fault when he allowed a long dropping ceifitoen Coates to ,

fl oat over his head, | eaving %
and nod the easiest of heading opportunities into an open net. ¥

A third goal came three minutes later as Leeds roused themsely
from their torpor. Burnley skipper ColinWatdm 6 s c | e a
scraped his own post as he ¢
dropped to Billy Bremner, who lashed the ball home emphatical »
but the goal provided little respite. Frank Casper bundles aside a challeng

from Terry Cooper to nod home Burnley'
True enough, United stoked up a head of steam and came close to second aoal
an equbser; Mick Jones shot over from inside the-gard box and then Eddie Gray struck the
upright before Giles put a rising drive just wide from close in, but Leeds could sustain no permanent
dominance.

Eric Stanger in the Yo nglislpacedkby Bessyoungsterswhe san, we r
chased and never gave in in the manner that Leeds used to do before they reached maturity. They
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never allowed Leeds to settle, particularly Bremner and Giles, who were prevented from controlling
the middle by clos marking and even quicker tackling. Seldom can those two have spent a less
profitable afternoon. o

Sprake had to pull off a smart save from a piledriver by Martin Dobson after Coates fashioned the
opening and Wal dr onds h e a &kiekras Buraleytfinished thheshalf f r o m
well on top, receiving an enthusiastic ovation from the home crowd as they wehtahead.

The game was all but over seconds after the restart. Burnley-foswd#rd John Murray had been
in blistering form for the Lacastrians in recent weeks. He earned the epithet the
Goal Machine with eight successful strikes in as many games, securing an Englan
Under23 spot as reward. Eddie Gray tried to clear a long through ball from
Waldron, but only set a chance up for Murnadno collected, barged past Madeley
and Gray, swivelled and left Sprake rooted to the spot with a superb shot.

Al | of Don Revieds half ti me words om
into disarray before Burnleyds insp sau
James Hollandwot e in the Guardian of t he er s

opposition. Time and again Unitedos PUBIARY e s
. . . the epithet the Goal

bewildering mobility of the Burnley forwards all of who responded sharply to the ™ Machine

inspiration and subtle guidae of Coates, who at insiiieft looks a different player

again compared with when he used to operate on the wing and he was never a failure in that

position. The way in which Burnley find unknown young players and fashion them for stardom is

their own eniable and particular brand of magic. Thomas, Murray and Kindon are rich in promise

and if their heads are not turned by fulsome adulation they should all make their mark in the game.

Once Kindon realises he must make ground down the wing or come insiadigcipation of the

pass that invariably is bound to be made, opposing defences will be in an even greater state of

al arm. o

By the middle stages of the second half, Burnley had settled for controlling the play, content to play
on the break. Coates lednse gentle mickey taking as Burnley taunted Leeds, always having the
ability to shift into sharp and incisive movement as the mood took them. The Whites had no answer
to their tormentors.

Terry Cooper was the one United player who played to his reputBtidrBrown in the Yorkshire
Eveni ndCoPpstr: was easily Unitedds best player,
with a grey day for the club that 20 minutes from the end he had to coriedfélped to save a

goal at the foot of a post,as bumped right over the byline, and there turned an ankle through

tripping on a cable which was on the ground in front of the new end stand beir built.

Peter Lorimer came on for the ldfack, and Eddie Gray was withdrawn to cover the gap in
defence,t 0 u g h h esortfofaadeftbaak m his place, and wants to put more steel and effort
into his play altogethér ( Br own) .

Burnley were enjoying great success down the wings with Kindon giving Reaney a torrid afternoon
and Thomas now tormenting Gray.ndon was a real powerhouse, standing 6ft 2in and broadly

built with genuine pace. When the ball was placed accurately insidekatklit provided Kindon

with a real chance to use that speed.
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TheCl ar et sMAD website: @ Reandnygansnersto Steueiwbdkbeat v er y
him time and time again down the left wing. Kindon's was a brilliant showing of pace and strength
and with just thirteen minutes to go he put the result way beyond Leeds with Butnleth, and

it all came from a Leeds feekick on the edge of our box. The kick was played in by Johnny Giles,

but Colin Blant headed it out to Murray who in turn found Kindon. He once more left Reaney
helpless and then rode a bad tackle (take your pick, Bremner, Hunter, and Giles werengll playi
before blasting an unstoppable shot into the

Three minutes later Burnley completed the rout with a fifth goal. The ball seemed to be drifting out

of play near Unitedbés byline, but Coates refu
crossed it first time. Casper came in from the right to secure the ball on the edge of the area. He
assessed the situation instantaneously and ca

including the stranded Sprake, and into the net.
It was abredhtaking score and set the perfect
seal on a brilliant win for the men from East
Lancashire.

The League leaders had been left in shreds and
the press quite rightly gushed about Burnl eyd
performanceThe Daily Telegraph® Bur nl ey 6 s
capacity for producinghe goods just when they

seem about to join the other Lancashire teams

in the Second Division is enough to send rich

clubs flocking to see what the Turf Moor

boffins do in their mysteriousboratories." The

Daily Mirror: "The best defence in England was
thrown into confusion by players who have not

yet achieved the status of household names in
Burnley,nevermind the country

Eric Stanger in the Yorkshire Post: fiYouthf ul
Burnley certainly won a man sized victory.
They buzzed round Leeds United at Turfdfo Mick Jones tangles witBurnley skipper Colin Waldron

like a swarm of angry bees, got into their hair and stung them well and truly five times. Their
enthusiasm was extraordinary, their speed and stamina remarkable and their individual talent
considerable.

AWhil e all five Bur nihcewd Sprake bught tovleaveerevented éhited of n t |
them. But it would be unfair to lay the blame for defeat entirely at his door. Charlton was often left
stranded by Casper, Reaney found the lithe Kindon setting him more problems than most outside

leftsandlad it not been for Cooper, nearly Unitedo
Madel ey, Leeds might have fared even worse. o

Phil Brown in the VWhekéhliretalEkeabogt Poke¢ : Léed
formanyalongday,amglood | uck t o -Iwinemas amBgnificent effortpse goéd

that some of their supporters were thinking in terms of Burnley for the championship before tea on
Saturday!

MBurnl eyds youngsters, as gal | anddrsatiesthelmatahe s p ur
despite their 8. drubbing, to piece$.aster, brighter, harder workifigand how often is the Leeds
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