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Matches 7 August1968i Leeds United. Ferencvaro®

Fairs Cup final first leg i Elland Roadi 25,268

Scorers:Jones 41 min

Leeds: Sprake, Reaney, Cooper, Bremner, Charlton, Hunter, Lorimer, Madeley, Jones (Belfitt 70), Giles (Greenhoff
65), Gray

Ferencvaros: Geczi, Novak, Pancsics, Havasi, Juhasz, Szucs, Szoke, Varga, AlbsrtHeakvesi (Balint 65)

Since making their Fairs Cupowin 1965, Leeds United had established
something of a reputation peerlesexponents of thelassically cautious -
European style. At their first attempt, they made it all the way to the semi finals, |
before being outclassegb Spai nds Real Zaragoza in
went one better and made it to the #l@gged final, before again being beaten by a
better side when Dinamo Zagreb turned them over.

al Ir ey

Now, United were back in another final, held over to the autunthitey were j J
determined to make amends for earlier failings. But they faced probably their

biggest test yet, for they were pitted against the crack Hungarian outfit,

Ferencvaros of Budapest.

The Magyars were far and away the outstanding team in Hungaryeekoned by both Sir Matt

Busby and Bill Shankly to be the best across the whole continent. Star man-yeses@id striker

Florian Albert. Following the Soviet invasion of Hungary in 1956, and the defection of three of the
countryos mos, Puskass Koosis and @dibaryAtbert, a teenage prodigy, was feted as

a national savioule scored a hat trick in the World Cup finals in 18§ainst Bulgaria when he

was just 21 and went on to be the tournament's joint leading scorer. In 1964 hededyHorhird

place in the European championshifesshone in the 1966 World Cup finals, when he single

handedly devastated world champions Brazil with a hat trick, and was crowned European Footballer
of the Year a year later.

Ferencvaros had provided Bfernationals for Hungary down the years, and five, Geczi, Varga,
Rakosi, Matrai and Fenyvesi, were alongside Albert in the 1966 World Cup party.

They had won their domestic championship on 21 occasions, with 10 Hungarian Cup wins. They
enjoyed a decemecord in European competition, having appeared in all three tournaments. Their
best performance came in 1965 when they won the Inter Cities Fairs Cup by defeating Juventus in
the final after besting Manchester United in a semi final replay. Florian Allsert 6 goal s i n
competition were only bettered by the eight of both Bobby Charlton and Denis Law.

In 1963 Ferencvaros had lost to Dinamo Zagreb in the semi final of the same trophy, and though
they went out in the third round in 1967, Albert was thegamt i t i ond6s top scorer
coming in a single game against Swedenot6s Got e
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Ferencvaros lost to Inter Milan in the 1966 European Cup at the quarter final stage, but Albert was
again top scorer, matchi ng t haean Fad mptwhed aotherf Ben
five goal haul, in a9 massacre of IBK Keflavik.

On their way to the final against Leeds in 1968, Ferencvaros vanquished Liverpool, Bilbao and
Bologna, and few who saw it will forget their magnificent performance in the Ardredd in

January. Branikovics scored the only goal, and ended
Liverpool ds run of 13 games wj def eat at
European competition.

The first leg of the final was in Leeds on Wednesday, 7 .
August 1968. United warmed up for the task with a frigndl

in Glasgow against Celtic, who had celebrated a famous |
European Cup triumph of their own in 1967. '

John Begg in the Yorkshire
Celtic in this challenge match at Hampden Park, Leeds
United could well be in for their best since they

returned to top class football. They were a superbly drilled
side against a Celtic team that included no fewer than eight
of their European Cup winning eleven of two seasons aga |
addition to Steve Chalmers, their second half substitute.

fiwhen Celtic won the League championship last season,
they scored 100 goals in 34 games, but their attack only once _ _
found a loophole in the Elland Road iron curtain and it camé o"an Albert pictured as a teenage procig
with a penalty kick. This was the only occasion on which

Sprake blotted his coppok. He foolishly bundled Lennox off the ball in such a manner that the
referee had no hesitatiam pointing to the spot. Gemmell, in converting in competent fashion, sent
Sprake the wrong way. It was the only blunder Sprake made and his brilliannigand$ a major
contributory factor in his teamds success.

fLeeds had weathered Celticbs first half stor
Giles equalised in the B%minute. This was a magnificent goal as Giles met a crossfield bl fro
Cooper to thunder it past Simpson from 30 yards.

AUni tedds success was completed when Lori mer
the Dundee boy gathered a |l ong pass from Char
intheneta t he veteran goal keeper moved out in a Vv

The 21 victory sent United into the Ferencvaros game in great heart.
United manager Don Revie was desperately disappointed with the pitiful Elland Road attendance of

25,268. Thdow figure was partly due to the game taking place in the middle of a local bank
holiday and partly because the game was broadcast live on national television.
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Gary Sprake recalls: AWe someti mes had uwWwisapp
continued success. One possible reason was that Leeds had an excellent Rugby League club and the
area was a real hotbed of the game. It took quite a while for the football club to win these fans
around. Also, Leeds was a very working class areaancasosn peopl e coul dndt a
family to both Elland Road and Headingley if fixtures clashed on the same weekend. It was
understandabl e and no slight on the Leeds pl a
the players very much all. They gave it very little thought, although it did sometimes drive Don

Revie to distraction as he felt that we deserved better crowds and could only continually compete
with the Manchester Uniteds and Liverpools if

Revie was ald to pick a full strength side, though he chose to leave out his natural wingers, Albert
Johanneson and Mi ke O0O6Grady,

both thankfully available again &3

after protracted injury problems.
The manager opted instead for
Paul Madeley as a midfield
anchorman, sugmpting Billy
Bremner and Johnny Giles, with
Peter Lorimer and Eddie Gray
playingwide to supplement front
man Mick Jones when the
opportunity arose. The customaryf
back five of Sprake, Reaney,
Charlton, Hunter and Cooper werés
all present and correct. It wHse
same eleven that had done so we
against Celtic.

There had been a stream of
propaganda coming out of Elland
Road over the summer months that United would opt for a more attacking style in the new season,
but the first signs were not encouraging. Revie was canny enough to know that if he threw
caution to the wind, Ferencvaros were good enough to pick his men off.

A grounded Jack Charlton puts pressure on the Ferencvaros goal

The Hungariands coach, Dr Karoly Lakat, prono
form, o0 but indicausdi hhheedaodr awuwitb Bustwo
mi nded el even, as Richard Ulyatt reported in

the team, had the greatest difficulty in outflanking the first line of three defenders Ferencvaros
fielded and seldom managed to get round the second line of four players. When they did so, Gray,
in particular, and Lorimer were so slow that the initiative was quickly lost. A good old fashioned
winger might have been in his element against a defencevdisaby no means on top form.

fAs Leeds interpreted it, free expression, th
mixture as before, with Charlton, Bremner, Hunter and Cooper slightly more frequently on attack,
and Madeley dropping back asecond centrialf, the sort of thing we saw time after time last

season. There was no increased effort by the forwards in the face of keen and sometimes ruthless
spoiling, except perhaps from Jones, who was much more like a £100,000 player tharaduring |
season. o0

The Hungarians had the first chance of the ga

www.mightyleeds.co.uk Matchesi 7 August1968 Leeds Unitedl Ferencvaro® 3



area allowed Albert to seize possession. He passed on to Szoke who was well off target from a
decent position.

United fought back strongly ar@ame close to a score shortly afterwards. Ferencvaros keeper Geczi
was awarded a free kick virtually under his own bar. He struck his kick poorly and the ball fell to
Jones, loitering with intent on the edge of the box. He instantly fed Lorimer, who sthmra

ferocious shot. Geczi made up for his error by making a wonderful save at the expense of a corner.

United had identified the Hungarian keeper as a potential weakness, as Johnny Giles recalled:
AThey might well h they antg@d. i. hutdod thet glareng \ailhesabilgyrofa t e
their goakeeper Geczi in dealing with crosses. We remembésgdiuring the World Cup,

Hungary's goalkeeper had great diffity in catching these high balls and, in fact, many people
consider that had Hungapossessed a 'keeper of the calibre of Gordon Banks\vihlg have got
through to theihal against England. During the early stages we set out to test Geczi's ability in this
particular department and it didn't take us long to find out that he, teall\aaease when the ball

was flighted into his goalmouth.

fiFrom one cross earlier on he dropped the ball straight to the feet of Normtem, HOnyards out,
but the winghalf was so P

surprisedat his good : y . W

fortune that he mist his e o '

shot and was well bf
target. Geczi lost his nerv
and | cannbrecall him
holding one crosball all
evening!o

Leeds had much the bett
of the possession as the
Hungarians allowed them
to pass the ball round as
they would as long as they®™" ‘
were out of shooting .
range. Unitedooked good w ‘
until the final ball and B !
penned Ferencvaros back
for long periods, though
they usually had to settle
for corners. Indeed, it was
the visitors who exhibited the better shooting. In one move, Albert and Varga got the better of Giles
and Madeleyn midfield to free Fenyvesi on the wing. He centred for Szoke but the chance was lost
when the forward tried to shift the ball from left to right foot before shooting.

Ferencvaros keeper Geczi struggles to clear a corner under the challenge of Jack-Charltc
ball fell to Mick Jones who gave United the lead

Towards the end of the half, though, the United pressure told, with Geczi undergnes$ss goal
area from Charlton, Bremner and Jones. When Jones forced a corner, United, renowned for their
dead ball routines, gleefully capitalised.

Gi | &iek Jonis grabbed Leeds United's goal just before the interval after Geczi had again
blunderedn the air. To be fair to him, though, | thought his felldefeners were equally to
blame. We were awarded a corner on the right and as Jack Charlton took up his familiar position on
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the goalline, the Hungarian defenders surrounded him in an eff¢ptatect’ Geczi. But they
succeeded only in making his job a lot more difficult. As the ball came across from Peter Lorimer,
there were so many bodies in the goalmouth that Geczi could only get his fingertips to it. The ball
broke loose from the ruck, atidere was Jones on the spot to add the finishing touch.

fil am told that Ferencvaros complained bitterly afterwards that Charlton had impeded Geczi, but |
regard this as sour grapes! | didn't see anyone protest to the referee when the ball went into the ne
and, knowing how excitable these tioental playergan be, | am sure all hell would have broken

| oose on the pitch had our opponents really b

The goal came in the #minute and United reached the break ooal ghead.

Leeds started the second half with intricate passing, rather than using the wind that was now in their
favour. On too many
occasions they ran the
ball into trouble and the
Ferencvaros centre
back, Juhasz, was
proving the devil s own
job to beatas Ken
Jones reported in the
Daily Mirror: HAWhere
there was trouble, there
was Juhasz, a defender
whose ability was only
matched by his
professional instinct.
There did not seem to
be a trick that Juhasz
did not know. He was
finally booked for
destroyinga Leeds
attack with his hands
and there was a certain
humour in that. o _ _ _ _
Despite the presence of the entire Hungarian defence, Mick Jones is on hand to put Leeds
The Hungarians also had their moments at the other end, as reported by Richard Ulyatt in the
Yorkshire Post: AnAl bert showed what might hap
forward on his own ground. He raced from defence into attack, giving Szoke a long pass which was
too accurate for the defence to intercept. If Szoke had returned the ball instead of shooting wildly,
Leeds might have been in dire trouble. 0

After 65 minutesboth teams made a change. Ferencvaros brought on Balint for Fenyvesi, while
Giles had to go off wit Mywmishapmotcerred/deep intha . He r e
Ferencvaros half. With my back to the goal, | tried to get my head to a long bafjhththeumiddle

and collided with an opponent challenging from behikerything went black and | must have

been out cold for two or three minutes. When | regained consciousness | was aware of trainer Les
Cocker sponging my neck with cold water and holdingelling salts under my noddried to get

back on my feet, but felt so dizzy that it was obviously pointless carrying on. That was the last | saw
of Ferencvaros in the sense of opposing them on the field, for | missed the return leg in Budapest
throughi nj ur y. o

www.mightyleeds.co.uk Matches' 7 August1968 Leeds United. Ferencvaro 5



